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SACRED WATERS 

by 

Meira Chand 

 

  

Published by Marshall Cavendish Editions (2017) 

SYNOPSIS 

Orphaned as a child and widowed at thirteen, Sita has always known the shame of being born 

female in Indian society.  Her life constrained and shaped by the men around her, she could not be 

more different from her daughter Amita, a headstrong university professor determined to live life on 

her own terms.  While trying to unravel the mysteries in her mother’s past, Amita encounters a 

traumatic event that leads her down the path of self-discovery. 

Unfolding simultaneously, their stories are set against the dramatic sweep of India’s anti-colonial 

struggle in the 1940s.  The narrative moves between present and past, from modern-day Singapore 

to pre-war rural India, and to the chaotic Burmese battlefront where Sita experiences life as a recruit 

in the Rani of Jhansi Regiment, the women’s unit of the Indian National Army.  Richly layered and 

beautifully evocative, the novel is a compelling exploration of two women’s struggles to assert 

themselves in the male-dominated societies of both the past and the present. 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Meira Chand is the author of eight critically acclaimed titles, including A Different Sky, the 2010 

bestseller published by Random House UK.  Her novels have been reviewed by Publishers Weekly, 

Booklist, Kirkus Reviews, The Guardian, The Daily Mail, The Times among others. 

A Different Sky was a Book of the Month choice by the UK bookshop chain Waterstones; included on 

Oprah Winfrey’s Book Club recommended reading list in November 2011;  and shortlisted for the 

International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award in 2012.  Rated 4 stars over Goodreads, Amazon.com and 

https://www.facebook.com/213501538808939/photos/598419803650442/
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Amazon.co.uk.  A Different Sky has sold close to 20,000 copies in print and 1,700 in ebook as of the 

end of 2016. 

Meira Chand is of Indian-Swiss parentage.  Born and educated in London, she has resided in Japan 

and India, and is now based in Singapore. 

http://www.straitstimes.com/lifestyle/arts/a-voice-for-women-soldiers 

Other titles by Meira Chand: 

The Gossamer Fly (1976) Last Quadrant (1981) The Bonsai Tree (1983) The Painted Cage (1986), A 

Choice of Evils (1996), House of the Sun (1989), A Far Horizon (2001), A Different Sky (2010) 

 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 

JACARANDALIT 

helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarndalit.com 

www.jacarandalit.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarndalit.com
http://www.jacarandalit.com/


8 
 

 

KAMA’S LAST SUTRA 

by Trisha Das 

    

Rights for the Indian Subcontinent, all other rights available. 

SYNPOPSIS 

Tara Singh, budding archaeologist, has been excavating mounds near the UNESCO World Heritage 

Site temple complex of Khajuraho for the last two years in the hope of discovering a buried temple. 

The erotic carvings on one of the existing temples however, has her all hot and bothered. The 

Kandariya Mahadeva temple has wall upon wall of nakedness, orgies, men-on-men and women-on-

women action, oral and acrobatic sex and even bestiality in a sacred place of worship. The 

dichotomy, the blasphemy, the secrecy, the sheer pornographic pleasure of the carvings….Tara 

wonders what was going through the mind of the man behind it all – the 11th century Rajput King, 

Vidyadhara, from the Chandela dynasty. 

Turns out she doesn’t have to wonder for long because Kala Devi, a tantric from the past, sends Tara 

back in time a thousand years without any explanation.  

Armed only with an unwieldy sword and her wits, Tara is stranded in Medieval India, where she runs 

into King Vidyadhara, who is everything she’d imagined, but sexier. Despite the fact that he has 2.5 

wives, dozens of concubines and is, unbeknownst to him, about to fight a war with an invading army. 

It’s a turbulent time, when the Indian subcontinent is divided up between warring Rajput kingdoms 
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and coveted by the mighty Ghaznavid Empire. As history begins to unfold before Tara’s eyes, she 

must fight to find her place in it. Because this adventure will not only change her, it will change the 

course of Indian history. 

Author’s note 

Kama’s Last Sutra is an action-packed tale that combines history and adventure, humour and erotica 

and was inspired by ‘Outlander’ a novel by Diana Gabaldon. This is a work of fiction, although period 

details, historical events and references are factually correct. Many of the characters - including 

Kings, Queens, courtiers and priests etc. did actually exist and have been fictionalised in this book. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Trisha Das is the author of the upcoming novel “Kama’s Last Sutra” (HarperCollins India, 2018) as 

well as “Ms Draupadi Kuru: After the Pandavas” (HarperCollins India, 2016), “The Mahabharata Re-

imagined” (Rupa & Co, 2009), “The Art of the Television Interview” (UNESCO, 2007) and the 

internationally acclaimed “How to write a Documentary Script” (UNESCO, 2006). Trisha has written 

and directed over 40 documentaries in her filmmaking career. She’s also won an Indian National Film 

Award (2005) and was UGA’s ‘International Artist of the year’ (2003). Her films have been broadcast 

and screened on The Discovery Channel, the STAR Network, NDTV, Doordarshan, in Indian and 

international film festivals, university campuses and conferences all over the world. Trisha lives in 

Singapore on the outside and on another planet on the inside.  

 

Reviews for Ms Draupadi Kuru: After the Pandavas (2016) 

“The idea could have easily floundered in execution, but the book more than lives up to its promising 

blurb. Das writes with great wit and imagination and the adventures of the feisty bunch will make 

you laugh out loud." – Hindustan Times 

 

“With just the right mix of mythology and dollops of humour, Das has rewritten the epic for the 

Snapchat generation.” – Indian Express 

 

“The book, though a lively romp, is also a commentary on how we perceive our role models in 

mythology. Draupadi serves as her own, and every diverse woman’s inner monologue.” – India 

Today 
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 “One of the modern writers to consider who are questioning, portraying, and contributing a 

significant amount to the conversation about who is a strong woman and what can be construed as 

woman power.” – Jaya Bhattacharji Rose 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JACARANDA LIT. 

helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarandalit.com 

www.jacarandalit.com 
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CURSED AND OTHER STORIES - A Short Story Collection  

by Noelle Q. de Jesus 

 

All rights available except Singapore 

SYNPOSIS 

In Cursed & Other Stories, readers will encounter the pain, the love, and the hope that resides in 

every Filipino...all these people all over the globe who are making lives easier for strangers in other 

countries, all the people who wear their country with simultaneous pride and shame. Because while 

they might wish to leave their home to seek greener pastures for those they love, they will never be 

able to quit it completely. Such desperation may be recognizable to many readers, however if it is 

isn't, they will come away with a better understanding of it, at least vis-a-vis this archilpelago that 

has more in common with the West than is evident on the surface. 

ANOTHER IMMENSE SKY 

by  

Noelle Q. de Jesus 

All rights available except Singapore 

SYNOPSIS 

Another Immense Sky charts the lives of Filipino American brother and sister Marco and Joey, and 

Isa, the woman they both fall in love with, across three different political eras.  The novel begins in 

2016 as President Duterte is waging a violent drugs crackdown in which thousands of suspects are 



12 
 

being executed without due process, it then moves back to the summer of 1983 when the three first 

met, and ends right after the EDSA Revolution of 1986. 

When in the Spring of 1983 In New York City their parents’ troubled marriage finally crumbles due to 

their father’s repeated philandering, teenagers Marco and Joey are sent to stay with their 

grandmother in rural Bulacan in the Philippines. There, seventeen-year-old Marco and his fifteen-

year-old sister Joey, meet Isa their “Lola” Grandma Jac’s eighteen-year-old ward. It is the first time 

the siblings have seen the Philippines, and both experience a visceral connection to the country of 

their heritage.  At the same time, they each find themselves irrevocably drawn to Isa, a passionate 

and beautiful young woman with whom they both fall in love.  Isa’s father is an anti-Marcos 

journalist, constantly putting his life in danger by baiting the controlled press and her mother is a 

social worker and community organizer who has disappeared in mysterious circumstances. Marco, 

Joey and Isa forge a deep bond.  It is a connection that will last a lifetime, despite the conflicting 

emotions they each experience.  

But thirty years later, that bond faces the ultimate test when their lives once again become 

intertwined, in desperate circumstances and at a turning point in the history of their country.  They 

find themselves forced to make a huge sacrifice to save someone that each of them loves more than 

life itself.  

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Noelle Q. de Jesus is a Filipino American writer whose first book, BLOOD Collected Stories (Ethos 

Books) won the US-based 2016 Next Generation Indie Book Award for the Short Story.  

A Palanca Award winner and a University of the Philippines’ Writers Workshop fellow, she has 

published short stories in Southeast Asia and the United States, including Puerto del Sol and Mud 

Season Review. She is currently finishing a second collection of short fiction, and beginning her first 

novel, Dome of Another Sky. She lives with her husband in Singapore and they have two children.  

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JACARANDA LIT. 

helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarandalit.com 

www.jacarandalit.com 

mailto:helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarandalit.com
http://www.jacarandalit.com/
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THE CEASELESS CHATTER OF DEMONS 

by Ashok Ferrey 

   

All rights available except Indian subcontinent and France 

SYNOPSIS 

“I was born ugly.  That’s what my mother said.” So begins the story of Sonny Mahadewala who leads 

a dual life; between his adoptive England where cohabits with a privileged American, and the mixed 

blessings of Mahadewala Walauwa – the big house on the mountain belonging to his father’s people 

in Kandy, the ancient capital of Sri Lanka – where a troubled existence has earned him both honour 

and shame.  For Sonny’s mother, a wonderfully maleficent anti-heroine, is convinced that demons 

possess this ugly son of hers.  Demons and the devil himself circumscribe the playing field of this 

book, whether seated in the draughty chapels of Oxford or roaming the Kandyan countryside and, 

through their clever interplay, they speak of larger horrors with able grace. 

For who in this world is utterly good or utterly evil – and who indeed, is the devil? 

* * *  
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 “A wonderful writer.  This lovely, surprising book will enchant and amuse.  It is, quite simply, a 

triumph.”  – Alexander McCall Smith 

“Laugh-out-funny but also thoughtful, moving and beautifully written.” – Ian Rankin on ‘Serendipity’ 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Ashok Ferrey grew up in both East and West Africa, where his father worked for the UN. He was 

educated in the UK, at a Benedictine monastery called Worth Abbey and then went on to graduate 

with a degree in Pure Mathematics from Oxford University. He spent the next 8 years as a builder in 

London before returning at the age of 30 to Sri Lanka, where he continues to design and build 

houses. He began writing almost by accident, when his father developed cancer, to relieve the stress 

of his personal life. He is a guest lecturer at the Colombo School of Architecture (where he lectures 

on the History of Western Architecture). By day, Ashok is a personal trainer. 

Ashok Ferrey is Sri Lanka’s biggest-selling author in English. He has never been translated into any 

other language – not even into Sinhala or Tamil, the indigenous languages of his country. Ashok's 

books are currently published by Penguin Random House India, which holds the rights for South Asia 

only. 

Bibliography: 

Colpetty People (First published 2004, then Random House India 2009, 2012) Nominated for the 

Gratiaen Prize 

The Good Little Ceylonese Girl (2006, then RHI 2009, 20012, 2016) Nominated for the Gratiaen Prize 

Serendipity (2008, then RHI 2009, 2012) Nominated for the Sri Lanka State Literary Award 

The Professional (RHI 2013) Nominated for the Gratiaen Prize 

The Ceaseless Chatter of Demons (Penguin Random India 2016) Nominated for the Gratiaen Prize  

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JACARANDA LIT. 

helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarandalit.com 

www.jacarandalit.com 

mailto:helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarandalit.com
http://www.jacarandalit.com/
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THE LAND OF FIVE TOWERS 

by Ahmad Fuadi 

                            

All rights available except Indonesia 

GENRE - 

WORD COUNT- 

SYNPOSIS 

Ahmad Fuadi’s coming of age novel Negeri 5 Menara (The Land of Five Towers) took Indonesia by 

storm. The recent release of a film adaptation has brought even wider appeal to this charming story 

of young boys growing up in small town Indonesia and not giving up on their big dreams. 

The Land of 5 Towers is the first book in a trilogy. A Fulbright scholar and former reporter for Voice 

of America, Ahmad Fuadi went to George Washington University and Royal Holloway, University of 

London for his masters.  

Alif had never set foot outside of West Sumatra. He passed his childhood days searching for fallen 

durian fruit in the jungle, playing soccer on rice paddies, and swimming in the blue waters of Lake 

Maninjau. His mother wants him to attend an Islamic boarding school, a pesantren, while he dreams 

of public high school. Halfheartedly, he follows his mother’s wishes. This 15-year old boy finds 

himself on a grueling three-day bus ride from Sumatra to Madani Pesantren (MP) in a remote village 

on Java.  

On his first day at MP, Alif is captivated by the powerful phrase man jadda wajada. He who gives his 

all will surely succeed. United by punishment, he quickly becomes friends with five boys from across 
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the archipelago, and together they become known as the Fellowship of the Manara. Beneath the 

mosque’s minaret, the boys gaze at the clouds on the horizon, seeing in them their individual 

dreams of far-away lands, like America and Europe. Where would these dreams take them? They 

didn’t know. What they did know was: never underestimate dreams, no matter how high they may 

be. God truly is The Listener.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

A Fulbright scholar, Ahmad Fuadi parlayed his formative years at an Islamic boarding school into his 

celebrated first novel, Negeri 5 Menara, which sold more than 100,000 copies in the first year of its 

release. Translated into English, The Land of Five Towers, the award-winning novel has also been 

adapted into a feature film. He was featured at Frankfurt Book Fair,  Byron Bay Writers Festival in 

Australia, Ubud Writers Festival, Singapore Writers Festival, Melbourne Writers Festival, and 

Makassar Writers Festival. He is the founder of Komunitas Menara, an organization to help 

unfortunate children to get a free access to early childhood education. He was a resident writer in 

Bellagio Center, Italy and an artist-in-residence at University of California, Berkeley, UK Alumni 

Award winner 2016. Instagram @afuadi 

More about his novels 

The trilogy tells the journey of Alif and his quest to find his mission in life. As encouraged by his 

culture, Alif travels far to seek knowledge and widen his view of the world. His journey starts from 

his humble village by Lake Maninjau in West Sumatra, Indonesia, and takes him to lands as far as the 

United States and the United Kingdom.  

The first novel, The Land of Five Towers (2009), is about his teenage years in an Islamic boarding 

school in Java; the second book, The Earth of Three Colors (2011), is about his university years in 

Indonesia and Canada; the third, The Bay of One Destiny (early 2012), is about his struggle to find 

love and the meaning of his life.  

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JACARANDA LIT. 

helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarandalit.com 

www.jacarandalit.com 

mailto:helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarandalit.com
http://www.jacarandalit.com/
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A DAY IN THE LIFE 

by Anjum Hasan 

     

All rights available except the Indian Subcontinent 

SYNOPSIS 

Like her poetry, Anjum Hasan’s new book ‘A Day in the Life’ gives us an insight into the world 

through a new prism. Her characters are diverse and the stories are about their daily lives. The 14 

stories give us a sense of the world that resides inside us, within the confines of the skull. A glimpse 

into the psyche of these characters takes us through their insecurities, complexes and whims. 

Even the setting of the stories gives us a sense of an era gone by. Take the first story for example. In 

‘The Stranger’ the retired protagonist leaves his fast-paced metro life and shifts base to a quaint, 

small town to experience the life in a hilly place. Throughout the story one expects something to 

happen. But the drudgery of the small town existence sails through till the end of the story. Life goes 

on. 

Anjum Hasan explores the complexities of relationships in her second story ‘Sisters’. Female bonding 

is the underlying theme of the story, which also stands out for the enigmatic and aesthetic portrayal 

of friendship between Janaki and Jaan. 

My favourite story in the lot is ‘A Short History of Eating’. Hasan beautifully describes how 

liberalisation has fuelled consumerism, thus creating desire and the urge to eat more. Liberalisation 

has affected each one of us – from what we eat to what we read. This is also reflected in ‘The 

Question of Style’ which deals with the desire of the two young protagonists to “become stylish”. 
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In fact, each of the stories has an undercurrent of intimacy in the treatment of the characters, and 

the dynamics between them. The protagonists are introverts, with volumes of vulnerability in them. 

The innate desire of these men and woman to carve a leave a mark in the mundaneness of 

existence, is the driving force for you to read on. 

Anjum Hasan’s wizardry of words is exemplified in the prose. Not only do the written words make an 

impact, the things left unsaid make the reading experience even more pleasurable.  One can only 

wait in anticipation for her next work, to be transported into a world of fantasy that exists well 

within the humdrum of daily life. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Anjum Hasan is the author of the novels The Cosmopolitans, Neti, Neti and Lunatic in my Head, the 

short story collection Difficult Pleasures, and Street on the Hill, a book of poems. Her books have 

been nominated for various awards including the DSC Prize for South Asian Literature, the Hindu 

Best Fiction Award and the Crossword Fiction Award. Her new collection of stories, A Day in the Life, 

is forthcoming from Penguin India. 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JACARANDA LIT. 

helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarandalit.com 

www.jacarandalit.com 
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THE HAVOC OF CHOICE 

by Wanjiru Koinange 

 

Rights sold for the UK –All other rights available 

SYNPOSIS 

Based on events that took place following Kenya's historic election of 2007, 'The Havoc of Choice' is 

a story about family, politics and journeying through a fractured country during a sensitive period in 

its history. The book follows the lives of Kavata, a politician’s daughter, her husband Ngugi who 

decides to run for office and their children at a time when their country is enduring one hundred 

days of violence, shortly after the announcement of the poll results. 'The Havoc of Choice' is a 

delicate and deeply personal attempt to understand the root of this spontaneous yet organised 

conflict and arrive at some form of healing.  

A brief note from the author:  

"The violence of 2008 has grown into something that Kenyans have collectively become afraid to 

speak about. We were so steeped in denial about it that we couldn’t bring ourselves to even refer to 

it as the thing that it actually was: A full-blown war.  
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I come from a political family. My grandfather served as Prime Minister in Kenya’s first independent 

government. As such, my father – his eldest son – was being groomed for take over from him. This 

never happened for many reasons, key among which were that he never felt that he was cut out for 

politics and that my mother, a fierce wonderful woman, wouldn’t let him. Despite his decision to 

stay away from politics, my siblings and I still had access to the messy backend of politics. So in a 

sense, this story is modelled around what I imagine our lives might have been like had my father 

followed the political legacy that was set out for him.  

I wrote this novel because I believe that we must never forget what happened in 2008. We can’t 

move on while there are still families who are still living as refugees in their own country. We can't 

accept it as a series of spontaneous and unfortunate events. We must remain uncomfortable and 

keep asking these questions until we get the answers we need to begin to heal."  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Wanjiru Koinange was born in Kenya and grew up on a coffee farm on the outskirts of Nairobi where 

she spent her days playing in the bushes and reading under the generous shade of oak trees. She 

obtained her undergraduate degree (with distinction) in journalism and literature from the United 

States International University, after which she worked as a Talent Manager for some of East Africa’s 

most renowned artists and musicians. During this time she was part of several teams that created a 

series of events and festivals that continue to shape Kenya’s cultural landscape to this day.  In 2012 

she moved to South Africa to pursue a Masters in Creative Writing from the University in Cape Town; 

the product of which is this, her debut novel based on the 2007-2008 post election violence in 

Kenya. She is now back in Nairobi setting up a project that aims to re-install libraries in primary 

schools and public spaces in Kenya. She also works as an administrator and researcher for the Cape 

Town based NGO, the Africa Centre.  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JACARANDA LIT. 

helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarandalit.com 

www.jacarandalit.com 
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       SUPERNOVA 

by Dee Lestari 

                                                  

** Almost one million copies sold in Indonesia ** 

All rights available including English 

SYNOPSIS 

Supernova is a series of spiritual science fiction novels set mostly in Indonesia with variations of 

settings including Thailand, Cambodia, England, USA and Tibet. It features a group of young 

Indonesians, scattered around the globe, dealing with their strange abilities and identity issues in 

their seemingly normal lives.  

At the same time 2003, they all experience an abrupt awakening and begin to remember their bonds 

with one another, and how they were identified as The Harbingers. The characters soon learn they 

were in the middle of an ancient conflict between two powerful groups, the Infiltrants and the 

Sarvaras. Both groups seem to display abilities that defy three-dimensional limitations. The 

Harbingers are geared to one collective mission, racing against time and struggling with their 

amnesia they fight to make way for their final member, the Diamond, a special Harbinger who will 

breach the Sarvara’s elusive prison and elevate the human consciousness.  

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwioprqw8M3dAhXTVisKHW5TCx4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34745951-kepingan-supernova&psig=AOvVaw0wAIYyTODbL1JwzlTq5GLt&ust=1537680486375939
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Supernova 1: Knight, Princess, and the Falling Star  

The book serves as a prequel to the series, introducing Supernova, a controversial internet figure 

who challenges old beliefs and norms through a newsletter, secretly run by a high class prostitute 

named Diva. Supernova infiltrates the lives of Re and Rana, a couple who are involved in an affair. 

The affair brings up deeper realizations for Re, including his childhood trauma. Meanwhile, two men 

named Reuben and Dimas are writing a fictional account mirroring Re’s life. As fiction and reality 

become closely merged, Supernova brings the two seemingly separate paths together.  

Supernova 2: The Root  

In Lawang, East Java, a boy named Bodhi is being raised by Liong, an old Chinese man who works as 

a vihara’s keeper (gatekeeper). Bodhi, overwhelmed by his paranormal abilities, is in despair and 

struggling to find peace of mind. He chooses to leave the vihara and start backpacking. In Thailand, 

Bodhi meets a tattoo artist named Kell who has a vision of Bodhi becoming a tattoo artist and one 

day etching the final tattoo he has been waiting for. Kell trains Bodhi. A woman named Ishtar comes 

into their lives and changes everything. Kell and Bodhi are separated until an unfortunate incident in 

Cambodia reunites them. Kell’s vision comes true, but Bodhi is not prepared for what comes next.  

Supernova 3: The Lightning  

Following the departure of her father, Elektra Wijaya has to survive on her own despite her lack of 

self-esteem and motivation. With an old, oversized colonial house to take care of, and little savings 

left, Elektra stumbles from one desperate attempt to another. One day, Elektra meets a woman 

named Sati who runs a little occult shop. Sati takes Elektra under her wing and becomes her mentor 

and teaches her meditation. Meanwhile, Elektra finds her way into the internet world. Her 

newfound hobby becomes a business opportunity when she meets a brilliant entrepreneur/hacker 

named Toni. Together, they turn Elektra’s old house into a hip internet station called Elektra Pop. 

Despite her business success, Elektra is still having problems with her random ability to electrocute 

people. Sati helps Elektra to control this ability and helps her to become a healer. Elektra' life finall 

comes together.  But, a visit from Bodhi will shake her world once more.  

Supernova 4: The Particle  

Zarah Amala is smarter than most children, even though she has never been to school. As she grows 

up, she starts to notice cracks in her perfect world. Many people are opposing Firas, her father, and 

his unconventional methods and values, including her own mother and grandparents. Firas begins to 
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have an unhealthy obssession with a certain type of fungi and a forbidden place called the Tuft Hill. 

One day, Firas disappears, leaving only his journals behind.  

Zarah is forced to go school. Her relationship with Aisyah, her mother, grows worse. On her 17th 

birthday, a rare camera is sent to her anonymously as a birthday present. Zarah’s interest in 

photography takes her to Tanjung Puting, an orangutan conservation sanctuary in Borneo. There she 

meets Paul Daly, a senior nature photographer who offers her a job in London. While developing her 

photographic career, Zarah tries to trace her father’s whereabouts.  

With help from Paul, Zarah meet Simon Hardiman, an old friend of Firas. Simon introduces Zarah to 

the world of entheogens and shamanism. Her trippy adventure with Simon sheds light on Firas’ 

mysterious research and why it might be connected to his disappearance.  

Supernova 5: The Wave  

In a remote village called Sianjur Mula-mula, North Sumatra, Alfa Sagala has a visit from a dark being 

on the night of his 12th birthday. He starts having nightmares. A shamanic elder in his village, Togu 

Urat, gives Alfa two black agates to relieve him from the darkness. But, after one incident that 

almost got Alfa killed, Haposan, Alfa’s father, decided to move his family to Jakarta. The nightmare 

continues and gets even worse. Alfa does his best to cope. Year after year, Alfa avoids sleeping for 

long hours. When an offer comes for his brother to work in America Alfa volunteers to go instead. 

He moves to Hoboken as an illegal immigrant and lives in a slum.  

Using his brain power, Alfa works his way through college, all the way to Wall Street. For once, Alfa 

has everything he could ever dream of. However, an encounter with a woman named Ishtar throws 

Alfa off balance. The dark being was back, and it seems to have a message. With help from a young 

doctor named Nicky, Alfa is treated by Dr Colin, an unorthodox sleep specialist. The treatment leads 

him to a deeper investigation of his dreams. Alfa flys to Lhasa to meet a Tibetan doctor, Dr. Kalden 

Sakya. From Kalden, Alfa finds out that his dream was so much more than he thought. It was a gate 

to another realm called Asko.  

Supernova 6: The Intelligence of Morning Dew  

Following a mysterious clue, Gio Alvarado goes to The Sacred Valley of Urubamba. After taking part 

in an Ayahuasca ceremony, Gio finds out he belongs to a group called The Harbingers, which is 

divided into smaller groups of six people called The Bonds. Gio belongs to a bond named Asko. He 

needs to find Asko’s other members, and all the clues lead to Indonesia.  
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In Bandung, Bodhi gets separated from Elektra, and shares a path with Alfa who has flown back to 

Indonesia. While investigating the person behind Supernova with the help of Dimas and Reuben, Gio 

shares a path with Zarah. The Harbingers of Asko are reunited by an incident that takes place on the 

top of Tuft Hill. Only then, do they realize that they have been caught in the middle of an ancient 

war between two powerful groups: the Sarvaras and the Infiltrants. Naturally allied with the 

Infiltrants, the Harbingers learn they are an advance team for their final member, a Harbinger known 

as the Diamond. Struggling with their broken memories, and racing against time, the Asko team have 

to face the powerful Sarvaras in a deadly battle.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Dee Lestari, is among Indonesia's top bestselling and critically acclaimed writers.  

Born on January 20th, 1976, she began her writing career with her debut Supernova serial novel 

2001. Supernova’s first episode, Kesatria, Putri, dan Bintang Jatuh (The Knight, The Princess, and 

The Falling Star), has sold phenomenally. She has published five other episodes of Supernova: Akar 

(The Root), Petir (The Lightning), Partikel (The Particle), and Gelombang (The Wave).  

In addition to the Supernova series, Dee has also published a novel titled Perahu Kertas (Paper 

Boat), and three anthologies: Filosofi Kopi (Coffee’s Philosophy), Madre, and Rectoverso — a 

unique hybrid of music and literature.  

Known for being a multi-talented artist, Dee also has an extensive music career.  She has produced 

four albums with her former vocal trio, and two solo albums. She has also written songs for several 

renowned Indonesian artists.  

In 2009, Perahu Kertas was turned into a silver screen movie, marking Dee’s debut as a screenwriter. 

The movie became one of the nation's blockbusters. Following the same path, Madre, Filosofi Kopi, 

and Supernova KPBJ have also been made into movies.  

Dee is married with two children.  Family life led Dee to become interested in cooking. Her personal 

website www.deelestari.com is not just about her her work in writing and music, but also her 

recipes. Dee is also known to be social media savvy, utilizing it as a mean of communication with her 

readers. Her Instagram account (@deelestari) has 160K followers, while her Twitter (@deelestari) 

has over than 1.38M followers.  
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In February 2016, Dee released the final episode of Supernova, Inteligensi Embun Pagi (Intelligence 

of the Morning Dew).  All of Dee’s books are published by Bentang Pustaka. Her novel, Perahu 

Kertas, will be published internationally by AmazonCrossing and is scheduled for release in Summer 

2016.  

Dee Lestari and the Supernova Series:  

Inspired by the story of the Bodhisattvas, a group of enlightened beings known in Buddhism, Dee has 

crafted a modern tale that combines elements of spirituality and science into an adventurous 

journey of characters known as the Harbingers. Remembering how the idea began, Dee recalled the 

year of 1998 when there were widespread religious conflicts in Indonesia. Her idea was to create a 

fictional series based on the idea of the universal thread that connects people in spite of religious, 

cultural, and geographical differences.  

Dee began to write the first Supernova episode in 2000, and self-published it in 2001. It took 

Indonesia’s book industry by surprise - selling seven thousand copies in less than two weeks, 

surpassing all known fiction book sales at that time. Her original idea of a trilogy changed as the 

story grew bigger than she had planned, making Supernova a hexalogy of six books. The final 

episode, The Intelligence of Morning Dew, has just been released in February 2016, marking the 

15th year of the Supernova journey.  

Published by Bentang Pustaka since 2012, the series was widely embraced by the public despite the 

science/spiritual genre being relatively unpopular in Indonesia. Dee seems to create her own market 

that keeps on growing. One national survey found her to be the most popular female writer in 

Indonesia. Some have even dubbed her the 'Indonesia’s JK Rowling'. To date, the Supernova 

hexalogy have sold almost a million copies.  
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THE RIVER'S SONG 

                                        by Suchen Christine Lim 

   

Rights sold- Singapore, Malaysia, India and Turkey. All other rights available. 

SYNOPSIS 

Ping, the daughter of Chinatown's Pipa Queen, loves Weng, the voice of the people, but family 

circumstances drive them apart. Ping is forced to leave suddenly for the USA, where she creates a 

new life for herself. Many years later, Ping returns to find a country transformed by prosperity. Gone 

are the boatmen and hawkers who once lived along the river. In their place, rise luminous glass and 

steel towers proclaiming the power of the city state. Can Ping face her former lover and reveal the 

secret that has separated them for over 30 years? A beautifully written exploration of identity, love 

and loss, set against the dramatic upheaval unleashed by the rise of Singapore. 

 

Reviews: 

'Singapore in the 1960s and 1970s isn’t yet a glittering metropolis—instead, it’s a warren of 

squatters’ shacks and crowded alleys, where the young Ping struggles to survive. Her mother, Yoke 

Lan, a beautiful nightclub singer/courtesan who plays a Chinese instrument called the pipa, left her 

for Hong Kong to seek her fortune. Ping sleeps in a cage in a rooming house, working in the 

landlord’s cafe and local markets to earn money for school books. Her boon companion is Weng, the 

son of a poor family, who dreams of being a flautist; his father, a river worker, is also a pipa virtuoso 

who takes Ping on as a student. They lead a threadbare but rich existence in the multiracial bustle of 

Singapore’s Chinatown and along the colorful, decrepit banks of the city’s river. But then Yoke Lan 
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returns with a rich husband, and Ping moves to their grand house, posing as a distant relative to hide 

her mother’s disreputable past. Ping’s new life is wonderfully advantaged but loveless and tense; 

meanwhile, her deepening involvement with Weng becomes complicated by their starkly diverging 

fortunes. Her stepfather’s business moves to evict Weng’s neighborhood from a riverfront where land 

values are skyrocketing along with Singapore’s economy. Fate carries Ping to America, and after 

decades, she returns to take stock of her fraught relationships with Yoke Lan and Weng. Singaporean 

novelist Lim paints an evocative, atmospheric portrait of old Singapore and its vigorous, sometimes-

brutal transition.'  Kirkus Review - Blue Star 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Suchen Christine Lim is one of Singapore's most distinguished writers. In 1992, her third novel, A 

Fistful of Colours, was awarded the Inaugural Singapore Literature Prize. A Bit Of Earth (2000), her 

fourth novel, and a short-story collection, The Lies That Build A Marriage (2007) were subsequently 

shortlisted for the same prize. Awarded a Fulbright grant in 1997, she is a Fellow of the International 

Writers' Program, University of Iowa, and the first Singapore writer honoured as the university's 

International Writer-in-Residence in 2000. Since then, she has also held writing residencies in 

Myanmar, the Philippines, South Korea and at the University of Western Australia in Perth. In 2011, 

she was the Visiting Fellow in Creative Writing at the Nanyang Technological University (NTU), 

Singapore. In 2012, she won the South East Asia Write Award. In the UK, she has regularly been 

writer in residence at the Arvon Foundation. 

The River's Song (Aurora Metro, 2013) has been awarded a coveted 'Blue Star' by the Kirkus Review 

- an honour given to less than 3% of books reviewed by Kirkus. 

Class and cultural rifts in booming Singapore tear apart families and lovers in Lim’s affecting, 

lushly textured historical novel.  Kirkus Review - Blue Star 
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LIONHEART : THE DIARIES OF RICHARD I 

By Chris Manson 

 

SYNOPSIS 

Richard the Lionheart is the greatest heroic figure in the history of the Christian world. 

Born as the third son of Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine, he became King of England and ruler of 

the Angevin Empire at the age of thirty-two, following the deaths of his two older brothers. 

Already established as Europe’s finest soldier, he undertook the Third Crusade to come to the aid of 

Jerusalem, which had recently fallen to Saladin. 

Richard’s epic military and strategic achievements in confronting Saladin’s vast armies on his home 

soil were repeatedly punctuated by the acts of extraordinary personal courage, which made him a 

legend. 

From the age of fifteen, at his father’s instruction, Richard had kept a series of journals recording all 

of the personal aspects of his daily life. 

The diaries open with the struggle of a boy emerging from the shadow of his father’s reputation. The 

violence, sex, jealousy, ignorance and naked ambition, which were so commonplace in everyday 

mediaeval life, are brought vividly to life in Richard’s own words.  

The story of Richard and his family is a story of bloodshed and blood spilt, of warring knights, power, 

greed, jealousy, lust and revenge, and a twenty-five year family feud that threatened to tear Europe 

apart.  
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Brother was pitted against brother, son against father, wife against husband. No quarter was asked 

or given, whether on the battlefield itself, or in the bedrooms and banqueting halls which provided 

the backdrop for legendary feuding. 

The diaries see Richard navigate this feud and evolve into the man who would become the most 

famous warrior for centuries. They also graphically describe the brutal reality of royal life at the apex 

of mediaeval society. The diaries have seen significant interest from several networks and 

production companies. 

 

THE CHARACTERS 

Henry II: Henry has made it his life’s work to win back the land and power of his grandfather, Henry 

I. He is a ruthless ruler, whose greatest strength lies in his relentless brutality and his willingness to 

take on any phone, but he has to watch the kingdom he built up over his lifetime torn apart by his 

own sons. Hounded to death by their rebellions, he curses Richard on his deathbed. 

Eleanor of Aquitaine: a noted beauty, Eleanor has grown up with power and politics in her blood to 

become a wise but manipulative Queen. Eleanor encourages her sons’ rebellions against her 

estranged husband the king. Always maintaining a supreme air of dignity, her influence shapes her 

favourite son Richard’s ambitions the most. 

Rosamunde Clifford: the royal mistress who was the love of Henry II’s life, the woman known as 

“fair Rosamunde”, she causes a rift between Henry and his wife that will never be healed. 

Richard the Lionheart: Henry’s second son is a giant of a man, handsome, trained in chivalry, war 

and double-crossing diplomacy since birth. He is his mother’s favourite son and cannot shake his 

bonds to her. His teenage years were spent fighting his own brothers and father. He is every inch the 

macho hero, and yet the diaries reveal the depth of the man. 

Henry “the Young King”: the oldest of Richard’s brothers. Good looking, hugely ambitious and a 

famous and daring tournament jouster, Henry leads his younger brothers into their first feud with 

their father. He dies whilst engaged in a later rebellion, leaving the way clear for his siblings. 

Geoffrey: third son of Henry II, Geoffrey is initially Richard’s most trusted confidant, but their 

relationship is undermined when Geoffrey starts to rival Richard for power and his father’s favour. 

He sides with Henry, the Young King against Richard, but then dies at a jousting tournament. 
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King Philip II of France: Richard and Philip have a tempestuous public relationship, shifting 

constantly between allies and enemies. Initially a great friend and ally of Richard’s, their relationship 

becomes toxic after Richard abandons his engagement to Philip’s sister. 

Mercardier: chief of Richard’s mercenaries, his right hand man and ruthlessly loyal to him. He fights 

alongside Richard in Europe and on the Third Crusade, and defends his lands in his absence. He is not 

bound by any chivalric code and brutally and unflinchingly puts down opposition to his king.  

Berengaria, Princess of Navarre: the beautiful and articulate daughter of King Sancho VI of Navarre, 

Berengaria captivates and then marries Richard in recently captured Cyprus. 

Saladin: the larger than life opponent beyond Europe’s frontiers who (temporarily) unites the 

warring factions within it when Richard I and Philip II go on the Third Crusade together. Sultan of 

Egypt and Syria, leader of the Muslim world’s opposition to the Crusaders, Saladin is a formidable 

military opponent and enters into a brutal, tactical war with Richard and the Crusaders. 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Chris Manson was educated on a Senior Foundation Scholarship at St Paul’s School, London and at St 

John’s College in the University of Oxford where he read history, with the Crusades as a special 

subject. 

He then developed a successful business career firstly at PricewaterhouseCoopers, then at Andrew 

Lloyd Webber’s Really Useful Group, where he looked after overseas shows such as The Phantom of 

the Opera, Cats, Starlight Express, Joseph and Sunset Boulevard. He subsequently moved to Chelsea 

Football Club, where he ran all commercial activities, including the building of Stamford Bridge. 

He has also run three businesses for his own account. In 1999, he co-founded sit-up television, which 

was sold to Virgin Media six years later for £194 million. He was elected an Ernst and Young 

Entrepreneur of the Year in 2005. 

Chris is now Chief Executive Officer of Newable, originally a Government agency, which, over the last 

three years he has repositioned as a private business as the leading provider of advice, finance and 

homes for the small and medium-sized businesses at the heart of the UK economy. Newable works 

extensively for the UK Government in the field of International Trade, is the UK’s leading provider of 

Responsible Finance, is a leading developer of business parks and industrial estates and is the largest 

network provider of Angel and Start-Up Finance in the UK.  
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Throughout his business career, Chris’s private passion has been for the study of History, and in 

particular for the stories of everyday life which describe the motivation of why people acted as they 

did, rather than purely for the facts of what they did. Bringing The Diaries of Richard the Lionheart to 

a wider public has been an enriching and rewarding experience. He describes the process in a 

fascinating interview with the BBC’s Will Gompertz, which is available at Soundcloud (Lionheart 

Diaries). 

 

The Plantagenets – A 5 Book Series 

 

In approaching a series about the Plantagenets, using the Diaries of Richard the Lionheart as the 

initial book, the plan is to continue to use first-person diary entries to help the reader to immerse 

themselves in a world very different from ours.  

 

This approach also allows for an episodic interpretation of lives and events, allowing the story to 

focus on those events of most interest and speculation.  

 

The family of Richard the Lionheart is a particularly rich seam to mine - a story of intrigue, of 

ambition, of realpolitik and religious fervour, sex and blood, honour and deceit, of ever-shifting 

alliances and rivalries in an age when chivalry and brutality were never far apart.  

 

The plan is that the second book in the sequence would revolve around Richard’s mother, Eleanor of 

Aquitaine, who was originally married to the King of France, and who was also a powerful ruler in 

her own right as the Duchess of Aquitaine.  

 

Rumours and scandal swirled around Eleanor, representing as she did the notions of Courtly Love, 

Romance and the Chivalric Order. Highly unusually for a woman of the Middle Ages, she personally 

led armies on a number of occasions, including on the Second Crusade.  

 

Her second marriage to Henry II in 1152 scandalised Europe but secured him a greater slice of it. In 

marriage, she gave him the male heirs every ruler sought: five sons, four of whom survived. Yet, here 

began the Plantagenet problems. Henry, Richard, Geoffrey and John grew into very different men 

but each was as ambitious and ruthless as their parents. In siding with her children, Eleanor became 

involved in open, armed rebellion against her own husband. This was unprecedented in mediaeval 

times. 
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The third book would relate the story of Richard’s father, Henry II, who, through a judicious mix of 

luck, intrigue and military prowess forged a powerful empire early in his twenties, and spent the rest 

of his life trying to meld his territories into a manageable realm. In this, he battled not only 

recalcitrant barons, but also his own sons, and the Church after, innocently or not, calling for the 

murder of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Becket. 

 

Richard’s brother, John, has always suffered in the shadow of his brother’s heroic reputation. He 

would be the subject of the fourth book. Most famously, John’s notoriety arises out of his depiction 

in the legend that grew up around Robin Hood and his excommunication. The mutinous barons who 

had so troubled his father eventually caused John to capitulate in conceding Magna Carta. On his 

watch, the hard-won and much contested Plantagenet Empire crumbled. 

 

The fifth book would tell the story of a royal servant, Eloise, who serves initially at the side of 

Eleanor, but is taken into the household of Henry and subsequently, on his death, into Richard’s 

household. Eloise sees life from a very different perspective to that of her royal masters. 

 

This character-based approach enables the author to interweave events in the Lionheart Diaries, 

viewed from different perspectives, but also to explore other aspects of the story that fascinated 

people for generations to come. 

 

Note: 

The author anticipates being able to produce a volume in the series every 9 months. 
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LUCKY GIRL 

by Irene Muchemi-N 

 

All rights available 

SYNOPSIS 

Mother arrives in a week. I have been biting my nails savagely. She doesn’t know I have been living 

with a man. She knows he has asked me to marry him, and that I have accepted. She doesn’t know 

much about him. She doesn’t want to know, not even his name. Or that he is a brilliant artist named 

after a pharaoh. I know she will brush him off like a marketplace fly perched on a cut melon. She will 

clean him out of my life in the same quiet yet determined way she cleaned out our wood-and-wire 

chicken coop every Saturday.  

 

New York City 2001. Soila is an American-college graduate working as an investment banker, who 

was raised by a tiger mother in Kenya. Along the way to maturity she finds herself in deep turmoil 

when she falls in love with an African American man whose values defy all of her own. In the end, 

she must choose between losing her stubborn mother and the only family she’s ever known, turning 

her back on her culture, and possibly never returning to live in her birth country, or, losing the 

greatest love of her life. This is a gut-wrenching mother-daughter love story about the complex 

bonds of family ties, faith and culture. It's the coming of age of a young woman who experiences 

incredible loss and grief and through it all she finds herself wholly. In the end she has to make a 

difficult choice to break free from her mother's grasp, to fly free, and discover what authentic living 

really is. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Irene Muchemi-Ndiritu was born in Nairobi in 1977. She moved to the United States to attend college 

in San Diego. She graduated with a BA International Relations (cum laude). She later received a 

Masters in Journalism from Columbia University. Irene has worked as a journalist in New York City, 

Washington DC and Boston. In 2017, Irene graduated with an MFA in Creative Writing program at the 

University of Cape Town (Distinction). Irene lives in Cape Town with her husband and three kids. Lucky 

Girl is her first novel. 
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NIMITA’S PLACE 

by Akshita Nanda 

 

Only Indian subcontinent rights available 

SYNOPSIS 

It is 1944 in India and Nimita Khosla yearns to attend university to become an engineer, but her 

parents want a different life for her. As she accepts her fate and marries, religious upheaval is 

splitting the country and forcing her family to find a new home. 

 

In 2014, her granddaughter, molecular biologist Nimita Sachdev, escapes India to run away from the 

prospect of an arranged marriage. Staking out a future in Singapore, she faces rising anger against 

immigrants and uncertainty about her new home. 

Two generations apart, these two women walk divergent paths but face the same quandaries: who 

are we, and what is home? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Akshita Nanda is an arts correspondent with The Straits Times. She has 17 years of experience in the 

media and publishing industry and a brief flirtation with cancer research. She writes about the arts 

and cultural scene in Singapore and has regular columns in The Straits Times.  

She also reviews theatre, books, concerts, films and visual arts presentations. 
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Her debut novel 'Nimita's Place' is published by Epigram Books. 
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THE FALL BABY 

by Laksmi Pamuntjak 

   

All rights available except Germany 

SYNOPSIS 

The Fall Baby tells of best friends turned foes, Siri and Dara. Siri is a visual artist with Indonesian roots 

and a wanderer between worlds. Shortly before her fiftieth birthday, she learns that the man she 

always believed to be her father is not her biological parent. To find her balance again, she moves to 

Berlin—a city of profound meaning to both her fathers. Just as she is starting to find her footing, 

unexpected family circumstances and a changing political landscape compel her to return to Jakarta. 

Not only does she get to confront the wounds of her past, but also the daily frustrations of navigating 

between cultures and her multiple selves. 

 

Dara is a women’s rights activist from a more conservative Muslim background than Siri’s. Her political 

and personal loyalties are put to the test when she has to defend Siri against Islamic hardliners bent 

on censoring her latest art exhibition. Together they confront their country’s complex realities linking 

faith, art and politics and rediscover what it means to be part of a sisterhood of women. 

 

The Fall Baby is a story of seeing and unseeing, of freedom and censorship. Of East and West, of 

memory and identity. Of mothers and daughters, of fathers and daughters. Of making peace with 

one's parents' and one's own history.  
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Laksmi Pamuntjak is an award-winning Indonesian novelist, poet, food writer, and journalist. Her 

debut novel, Amba (The Question of Red), won Germany’s LiBeraturpreis, was short-listed for the 

2012 Khatulistiwa Literary Award, and appeared on the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung’s Top 8 list of 

the best books of the Frankfurt Book Fair in 2015. She is also the author of two collections of poetry 

and five editions of the bestselling and award-winning Jakarta Good Food Guide, and she has served 

as translator for Indonesian poet and essayist Goenawan Mohamad. 

  

Cofounder of Jakarta’s Aksara Bookstore, Pamuntjak was selected as the Indonesian representative 

for Poetry Parnassus at the 2012 London Olympics. She currently divides her time between Berlin 

and Jakarta. 
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MURDER IN MYLAPORE 

by Neetha Raman 

 

All rights available 

SYNPOSIS 

It’s the perfect setting for a perfect crime: a rambling old bangala, a house full of discontent 

inhabitants and a cantankerous autocrat, against whom most of the discontent is directed. A sudden 

death. And then another. 

On the face of it, the Chettiars of Mylapore seem to be God’s chosen ones – immensely rich, well 

connected, respected and successful. The truth, however, is far from it. The Bangala doesn’t house 

rainbows and unicorns, it is run on the whims of Shanmugasundaram Chettiar, the patriarch of a 

family that has made its fortune in the gold and diamonds business. A widower and mostly retired 

now, he spends his days brooding on the shortcomings of his many sons and daughters. The family is 

due to come together to celebrate his 75th birthday, but just a few days short of the grand 

celebrations things begin to fall apart as the Chettiar discovers one dirty family secret after another.  

Clandestine extra marital affairs, addictions and embezzlement, homosexuality, and a bastard child – 

as one skeleton after another tumbles out of the family closet, the old man finds his reputation and 

prestige at stake. Threatening to disinherit every one of his children, he is quite near to beginning 

the repudiation process, when he is found murdered in his bed, on the day that should have been his 

75th birthday. 

As the cops swoop in, in a classic whodunit style, the siblings are all suspicious of one another, edgy 

and ready to snap. The pressure to keep things under wraps, the agony of not knowing who did their 
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father in and the added fear of never getting their hands on their father’s substantial wealth are 

enough to fray all nerves. Till another death sends a second tsunami of shock and disbelief. Add to it 

a street-smart domestic helper who is in the habit of listening at doors and knows every secret that 

is spilled and you have a riveting tale that promises to be un-put-downable. 

Who killed Shanmuga Chettiar and why? What are these dirty family secrets? Who was the next to 

die? Murder in Mylapore is a delicious crime fiction story in a unique setting, as delicious as the sweet 

spiced milky tea, filter coffee, bubbling stews and spicy vadas that the family cook continues to whip 

up in the old kitchen. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Neetha Raman has been associated with the literary world for as long as she can remember. 

Growing up in India, she fell in love with words and writing when still a schoolgirl, indulging in a 

steady literary diet that included Shakespeare, Christie, Conan Doyle, Erle Stanley Gardner and 

Wodehouse as well as a hefty dose of Barbara Cartland and Regency Romances.  

A former senior manager with The Times of India, Neetha has been a column writer for The Hindu, 

Times of India and various diasporic magazines, both in India and overseas. She is not only well 

travelled, but has also called several places home. A keen observer of human nature, idiosyncrasies 

and mannerisms, Neetha loves doing yoga (chiefly to keep the knees from creaking), working on 

crossword puzzles (the easy variety), word games and Candy Crush to combat brain freeze and 

admits to binge-watching Friends. When not holding down a job or writing, Neetha is on the lookout 

for her next story. Murder in Mylapore is her debut novel, but by no means the first one has she 

written. She lives in Toronto with her husband in a complete absence of cats, dogs and children. 
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THE ORDINARY CHAOS OF BEING HUMAN- Tales from Many Muslim Worlds 

by Marguerite Richards 

 

All rights available 

SYNOPSIS 

The Ordinary Chaos of Being Human: Tales from Many Muslim Worlds offers a counter narrative to 
the stereotypical portrayal of Muslims in the media, building empathy across cultures through 
storytelling. This is not a book about religion; it is a collection of personal stories revealing the multi-
faceted and universal experiences of people living all over the world. Readers walk for a moment in 
the shoes of the "other" through human matters of love, loss, and everything in between. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Marguerite Richards is an American writer and editor focusing on world cultures with a background 

in literature and translation. She travels to understand the differences and the nuances that 

separate us, with the resolve to render it all palpable through her writing. She is currently based in 

Sri Lanka. Read more about her and her work at margueriterichards.com. 
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THE ADIVASI WILL NOT DANCE 

by Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar 

             

All rights available except Indian sub-continent and Germany 

SYNOPSIS 

In this collection of stories, set in the fecund, mineral-rich hinterland and the ever-expanding, 

squalid towns of Jharkhand, Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar breathes life into a set of characters who 

are as robustly flesh and blood as the soil from which they spring, where they live, and into which 

they must sometimes bleed.  

Troupe-master Mangal Murmu refuses to perform for the President of India and is beaten down; 

Suren and Gita, a love-blind couple, wait with quiet desperation outside a neonatal ward, hoping—

for different reasons—that their blue baby will turn pink; Panmuni and Biren Soren move to 

Vadodara in the autumn of their lives, only to find that they must stop eating meat to be accepted as 

citizens; Baso-jhi is the life of the village of Sarjomdih but, when people begin to die for no apparent 

reason, a ghastly accusation from her past comes back to haunt her; and Talamai Kisku of the 

Santhal Pargana, migrating to West Bengal in search of work, must sleep with a policeman for fifty 

rupees and two cold bread pakoras.  
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“The Adivasi Will Not Dance” is a mature, passionate, intensely political book of stories, made up of 

the very stuff of life. It establishes Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar as one of India's most important 

contemporary writers.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar (born 1983) is the author of two books: a novel, “The Mysterious 

Ailment Of Rupi Baskey”, which won the Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar 2015 and the Muse India 

Young Writer Award 2015, was shortlisted for The Hindu Prize 2014 and a Crossword Book Award 

2014, and longlisted for the International Dublin Literary Award 2016; and a collection of short 

stories, “The Adivasi Will Not Dance”, which is receiving some positive reviews and has been 

recommended for a course at the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad. Sowvendra lives and 

works in Jharkhand, India. 
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THE LION TAMER 

by Heather Steed 

 

All rights available 

 

"Times have moved on.  Certain things no longer have a place with us." 

"There's no room for animals in our modern world, is that it?" 

"Not animals like lions" 

SYNOPSIS 

So what happens to eight unwanted circus lions once their act is cancelled?  Emmanuel Gunter, or 

'Manny' the lion tamer is determined to save his lions at all costs and as the stakes grow higher, his 

methods become increasingly unorthodox. 

Manny's troubled assistant, José the anarchic Spaniard, is in love with Shelley, the teenage tightrope 

walker.  Between him and his young love, stands the threatening figure of Shelley's psychotic father, 

the circus strongman, and her weird alcoholic Great Aunt Anna, a 'painted pensioner' who dresses 

like a child.  Both father and daughter are hiding a terrifying secret. 

Manny is shocked when he discovers that John Carter, his ex-lover, is now the British politician 

spearheading the anti-animal acts campaign.  José's estranged partner, Rosanna, is threatening to 

block his access to his beloved young daughter.  The Chinese acrobats are using the circus as a cover 

for a major drug smuggling operation and just when he is needed most, Manny becomes seriously ill. 
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As the tension mounts and Manny prepares to take a final stand, José formulates a desperate plan 

to try and save both his teenage lover and Manny's lions.  The resourceful John Carter is backing his 

idea, but even so, José's plan is so outrageous that even he doesn't actually believe it can possibly 

succeed. 

Is there a chance though, however slim, that the lions can be saved?  Will the lion tamer and his 

lovers win out in the end? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Heather Steed is an author and artist working in London and Extremadura, Spain.  She trained at 

Central St Martins School of Art and Goldsmiths College UCL and has a background in fine art, 

education and theatre.  She has performed as a Punch and Judy Professor and produced puppet 

plays for the London International Festival of Puppetry and the Royal Shakespeare Company Fringe 

Festival.  She taught in Tower Hamlets and worked for many years for the Royal Shakespeare 

Company at the Barbican Centre.  She is currently a working  artist and studio holder in a busy South 

London Artists' Co-operative, Lewisham Art House. 
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SKYSCRAPER 

by Chen Xue 

Translated by Jeremy Tiang 

 

 

All rights available except Chinese 

Originally published by Rye Field Publications, Taipei, 2015 

SYNOPSIS 

We spy on the inhabitants of a New Taipei City skyscraper:  the barista waiting for her past to catch 

up with her, the romantic novelist unable to leave her flat, the business man who keeps his wife and 

mistress in separate towers of this complex.  When beautiful Mabel Chung is murdered, we see that 

this community might not be as functional as it believes.  Who was the killer - the security guard who 

had a crush on her?  The man she was having an affair with, or his pregnant wife?  The brother who 

shared her abusive past?  As the investigation continues, it becomes clear that everyone's secrets 

will have to be revealed, in order to get to the truth. 

A story told in fragments and glimpses, this novel is both a well-observed depiction of atomized 

modern life, and a gripping thriller in which we see how apartment living requires us to place a great 

deal of trust in people we don't know all that well.  Each chapter is narrated from a different 

person's point of view, while the skyscraper itself comes across as a character in its own right, 

pulsing with a personality that dwarfs the 3,000 humans who inhabit it. 
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ABOUT THE WRITER: 

Chen Xue was born in 1970, and studied Chinese at National Central University. She is the author of 

eight novels and numerous short story and essay collections. In 2004, her novel The Child on the 

Bridge won the China Times Book Prize, and in 2009, her novel The Possessed was selected for the 

Taiwan Literature Prize. 

ABOUT THE TRANSLATOR: 

Jeremy Tiang has translated more than ten books from Chinese, including novels by Su Wei-chen, 

Yeng Pway Ngon and Zhang Yueran, and been awarded a PEN/ Heim Grant and an NEA Literary 

Translation Fellowship. He also writes and translates plays, and is the author of It Never Rains on 

National Day and State of Emergency, both published by Epigram Books. 
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UNDER YOUR WINGS 

by Tiffany Tsao 

        

Rights sold Australia, The US and Indonisia. All other rights available on behalf of Penguin 

Australia.  

SYNOPSIS 

Gwendolyn and Estella have always been as close as sisters can be. Growing up in a wealthy, 

powerful and sometimes treacherous family, they’ve relied on each other for support and 

confidence. Now, though, Gwendolyn is lying in a coma, the sole survivor of Estella’s poisoning of 

their whole family. What in their dark and complicated past has brought them to this point? 

As Gwendolyn struggles to regain consciousness, she desperately retraces her memories, trying to 

uncover the moment that led to this brutal act. Their aunt’s supposed death at sea; Estella’s 

unhappy marriage to the brutish Leonard; the shifting loyalties and unspoken resentments at the 

heart of the opulent world they inhabit – one by one, the facts float up, forcing Gwendolyn to 

confront the truth about who she and her sister really are, and the secrets in their family’s past.  

Travelling from the luxurious world of the rich and powerful in Jakarta to the most spectacular 

shows at Paris Fashion Week, from the coasts of California to the melting pot of Melbourne’s 

university scene, Under Your Wings is a powerful, evocative and deeply compelling novel about the 

secrets that can build a family empire - and then ultimately bring it crashing down. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Tiffany Tsao spent her childhood in Singapore and Indonesia, attended university in the US (and 

briefly, the UK), and now resides in Sydney, Australia. She has a PhD in English from UC-Berkeley and 

currently works as a full-time freelance writer and editor. Her written works include fiction, poetry, 

literary criticism, and essays, and have been published in Transnational Literature, Mascara Literary 

Review, LONTAR, and the anthology Contemporary Asian Australian Poets (Puncher & Wattmann, 

2013).  

 

In addition to being a writer and editor, she is also a literary translator. She holds the post of 

Indonesia Editor-at-Large for the acclaimed international literary journal Asymptote, which 

specializes in contemporary world literature. Her translations of Indonesian prose and poetry have 

appeared in Asymptote, on the Asymptote blog, and are under submission at various publications.  

Her debut novel, The Oddfits was published by AmazonCrossing in February 2016. 
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BEAST 

by Krishna Udayasankar 

 

All Rights except Indian Subcontinent 

SYNOPSIS 

“It was always the same dream, a dream that began with darkness and blood.” 

When Assistant Commissioner of Police Aditi Kashyap is called upon to solve a gruesome triple-

homicide in a Mumbai suburb, she is dragged into terrifying world of the Saimhas – werelions - who 

have lived alongside humans, hiding amongst them since ancient times.  

As it becomes increasingly clear that the murders are the work of something that is more animal than 

human, ACP Kashyap has no choice but join hands with Prithvi – an Enforcer who claims that he is 

tasked with hunting down this monstrous creature before any more lives are lost.  

But can Prithvi overcome the burdens of his past - particularly the violent deaths of his best friend and 

of the woman he loved – for both of which, he holds himself responsible? For if he is to face the larger 

dangers and solve the bigger mystery that lies behind this seemingly-straightforward assignment, he 

must find it in himself to confront his own dark past – including the traumatic childhood he has spent 

as an outcast orphan, as well as his struggles with his own identity during a turbulent, precarious 

youth. 

And when the time comes, can Prithvi be trusted to save human lives, or will he choose to serve a 

different, more powerful master - one who promises to fulfil the ancient destiny of the Saimhas and 

raise their kind to great glory?  

 

When the fate of the world may be at stake, who can be depended upon – human or beast? 
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CONCEPT 

Beast is a thrilling action-adventure that draws on ancient lore and familiar cultural themes and myths 

to create a new urban myth that stands on par with glamourous werewolves and vampires, but 

remains distinctly Indian in flavor.  

SETTING 

Beast evokes images of a distinct and powerful contemporary fantasy-world right in the dark 

underbelly of today’s Mumbai – from the quiet, upscale suburbs to crowded brothels and dusty 

warehouse districts, from the forgotten network of tunnels in the colonial Fort area to the bustling 

central business district of Nariman Point.  

Moving in a non-linear fashion, the story touches on the faded brown world of 1980s slums and 

juvenile homes, the bright electro-pop/metal world in transition of the late 1990s, and varies in 

location and pace from bustling city to the quietness of deep forests, where the protagonist trains, 

and so comes to understand the creatures he must hunt. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Krishna Udayasankar is the author of The Aryavarta Chronicles (Govinda, Kaurava and Kurukshetra), a 
bestselling series of mytho-historical novels that has been optioned by Ms. Sonam Kapoor. Her novel, 
Immortal, has also been optioned by Phantom Productions. Krishna is the author of 3 - a novel on the 
founding of Singapore, Objects of Affection, a collection of poetry, and an editor of Body Boundaries: 
The Etiquette Anthology of Women’s Writing. Her next book Beast,an urban fantasy fiction, is 
forthcoming from Penguin-Random House. 
  
A graduate of National Law School of India University (NLSIU), Bangalore, Krishna holds a PhD in 
Strategic Management from Nanyang Business School, Singapore and has many peer-reviewed journal 
articles and two textbooks to her credit. 
  
She lives in Singapore with her family, which includes three bookish canine-children, Boozo, Zana and 
Maya, who are often to be found at her laptop, trying in vain to make her writing better. 
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SNOOP:  THE FRAN FURLOW MYSTERY SERIES 

by 

Jen Waldo 

 

World rights available 

SYNOPSIS 

Taking sly advantage of her tiny size and harmless demeanour, Fran Furlow often gets away with 

intrusive and controlling behaviour. Dedicated to truth in all matters, she is relentless in her efforts 

to see that light finds every secret, and that every questionable situation is met with closure. Having 

been brutally raped several years before, Fran guards her privacy as she routinely invades the 

privacy of others. She avoids dealing with her ongoing personal trauma by immersing herself in 

other people’s business.  

She attends various ineffectual support groups, passionately encouraging her friends to improve 

themselves. She also works as a receptionist in a dermatologist’s office. In her efforts to know all 

there is to know about what’s going on in Caprock, she has, over the years, slipped far outside the 

bounds of appropriate behaviour. She spies on her friends, bullies her fellow support group 

members, and intimidates the town’s leaders. When her efforts are greeted with resistance or 

criticism she takes to her bed for days, eating soup from the can and streaming movies.  



53 
 

Running alongside the plot is Fran’s humorous narrative concerning her friends and enemies. The 

people surrounding her form a charming community of characters with continuing stories. Their lives 

move forward as Fran evolves at a glacial pace.  

Socially awkward and unwaveringly dedicated to following the rules, the character, Fran Furlow, is 

insensitive, meddlesome, and surprisingly endearing. Her ability to rationalize her behaviour is both 

entertaining and captivating.  

Hers is an appealing and unique voice in the mystery genre. 

 

SNOOP:  ‘ADVANCING WOMEN’ & ‘ELDERLIES’ 

By  

Jen Waldo 

 

World rights available 

SYNOPSIS 

The north Texas town of Caprock offers unlimited possibility for recurring and crossover characters. 
The protagonist, Fran Furlow, works in a dermatologist’s office and solves crimes; but her 
relationships are her passion, which means her friends hold a major place in the narrative. Because 
these friends’ situations change as the stories unfold, these books should be read in order:  

Advancing Women 

In Snoop: Advancing Women, Fran discovers a link between a dead body found in the wolf enclosure 
at the zoo and Caprock’s Vehicle Maintenance Facility. When she starts peering into the windows 
and tailing the women who work at the two city departments, she becomes a target. Her house is 
broken into, her tires are slashed, and her car is egged.  

The vandalism soon escalates to violence, at which point an attempt is made on her life. At the last 
minute she’s saved by the detective, Joe Epps, whom she feels is lazy and lacks intellect and 
gumption. He takes credit for solving the case.  

 Elderlies 

In Snoop: Elderlies, during an icy winter the frozen bodies of some of Caprock’s seniors turn up in 
odd places—the back seat of someone’s car, the gazebo in Dumas park, the women’s locker room at 
the Caprock sports facility. Not thinking highly of the Caprock police, Fran inserts herself into the 
investigation. She discovers two groups who routinely go into the homes of the elderly population—
caregivers and an organization that delivers meals.  
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Soon she’s following suspects and looking through windows, which leads to her getting a backside 
full of buckshot and, later, carjacked at gunpoint. Once again the police department she routinely 
criticizes comes to the rescue, and, as before, Joe Epps claims the glory for closing the case. 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Jen first started writing years ago when, living in Cairo, she had difficulty finding satisfactory reading 
material. If she wanted something interesting to read, she was going to have to write it herself. 
Finding pleasure and power in the process of creating, she’s been hooked ever since. She has earned 
an MFA, has had two novels published, and has established a blog on her website, jenwaldo.com. 

Jen first started writing years ago when, living in Cairo, she had difficulty finding satisfactory reading 
material. If she wanted something interesting to read, she was going to have to write it herself. 
Finding pleasure and power in the process of creating, she’s been hooked ever since. She has earned 
an MFA, has had two novels published:  Old Buildings in North Texas (Arcadia Books, 2016) and Why 
Stuff Matters (Arcadia Books, 2017). 

Having lived in seven countries over a thirty-year period, she’s often asked why, with her knowledge 
of international cultures and locations, she places her novels in a stark dry town in North Texas. It’s 
because it’s the place she knows best—the dusty gusts, the flat earth, the square squat houses, the 
late-summer thunderstorms. The people are stocky, stubborn, religious, big-hearted, abhorrent 
toward change, and suspicious of success. She’s grateful to Amarillo for providing colorful characters 
and a background of relentless whistling wind. 

Jen Waldo lives in Marble Falls, Texas, west of Austin, and south of the HWY 281 bridge that crosses 
the Colorado River. Her favourite things to do are write, make quilts, play Mahjong, and travel.  
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SISTER NATURE- The story of a generation 

By Jess de Boer 

  

All rights available 

SYNOPSIS 

The challenge of our generation is regeneration - and this is that story. 

Sister Nature follows the real life adventures of a Kenyan beekeeper-turned-farmer on a mission to 

counteract the gloom that clutters so much of today’s conversation concerned with the future of our 

planet - and the misapprehension of young people as bearers of such responsibility. 

From honey hunting in the last remaining pockets of rainforest in southern Ethiopia to planting 

gardens in the depths of Kenya’s largest slum, this story culminates in the arid lands of Northern 

Kenya where a mighty restoration project has begun to connect the people with the dust beneath 

their feet. This book embraces the concept of “The problem is the solution” and charters a fresh 

course for humanity away from a system fueled by excessive consumption and into the realms of epic 

re-design. 

This is an adventure into restorative action. Confronting the challenges of our stagnant education 

systems, unsustainable food production techniques and the growing disconnect of our youth, 
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merging fact and science with hard won wisdom in an easy to read tale of proactivity - and hope. It is 

a summoning call to get up off our chairs and out into the natural world where we must set our minds 

and hands to shaping our future that, by its very definition, remains wide open to interpretation.  

 

This is an invitation to view the world through a different set of goggles.  

 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Jess de Boer was born and raised in Nairobi, Kenya to a privileged Dutch family in the region. From a 
young age, inspired by her surroundings, Jess had a strong desire to bring about appositive change in 
the world. On graduating from University, Jess worked in a variety of industries, from private chefing 
in the Swiss Alps to maggot farming in Thailand, travelling the world and documenting her many 
attempts to make a positive change. 

In 2014 Jess won The Africa Book Club Short Reads competition with her story The Honey Man. She 

now works as a beekeeper in Kenya and is still on a mission to one day save the world. The Elephant 

and the Bee is her first book. 
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THE DEOLIWALLAHS 

By Joy Ma and Dilip D’souza 

 

Rights sold for the Indian Subcontinent. All other rights available 

SYNOPSIS 

Deoliwallahs 

Starting in 1962, India imprisoned 3000 Chinese-Indians in a camp in Rajasthan, some for up to five 

years. This happened purely because at a time of war with China, these people “looked Chinese”. This 

is a page of Indian history that comes wrapped in prejudice and fear and is today totally forgotten. But 

five decades on, survivors of that experience are finally starting to speak. 

The war was short lasting from October to November in 1962 but its influence has lasted more than 

five decades. The McMahon Line drawn as a boundary between India and China during the 1914 Simla 

Accord had not been ratified by the Chinese. Following patrols into disputed territory in China, the 

Chinese army launched a massive attack and more or less reached the McMahon Line in Arunachal 

Pradesh.  

 In India, the war and its aftermath is still remembered as an international humiliation and a betrayal. 

From China's perspective, the patrols were transgressing on Chinese territory.  

Following the withdrawal of the Chinese army, on November 26, 1962, thousands of Chinese nationals 

were collected and sent to an internment camp in Deoli, Rajasthan. The internees still recall the shock, 

bewilderment, and humiliation of their experience in Deoli. All remember it, few speak about it.  
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We believe this is the right time for a book about this episode, about the profound silence around it. 

This will be that book. 

The Deoliwallah stories  

 The book we propose to write is a direct assault on this amnesia. We believe this episode speaks to 

some familiar Indian faultlines: easy suspicion and prejudice, a certain xenophobia, a reluctance to 

admit mistakes, pretence that “water under the bridge” will heal all wounds. For those reasons, it is 

important that we all know this history, that we see it for the egregious violation of the rights of 

fellow-Indians that it was. An apology to India’s Chinese community is necessary not just because we 

owe it to them, but because it will open our eyes to the danger of letting other wounds fester. It will 

make us a wiser, stronger, more compassionate country. This is why we want to write this untold 

history.  The Deoliwallahs   5 

The backbone of the book will be the stories of four Chinese-Indians: how they came to be in India, 

what they did and how the war and internment affected their lives. We uncover these stories by 

answering these questions (among others): When did their family come to India? Which part of China 

did they come from? What business were they in? How did they go to Deoli? What did they do after 

Deoli? The four people we will choose will be from Assam, Darjeeling, Kalimpong and Calcutta. These 

areas were where the Chinese first settled and became a part of the economy. These were also the 

areas that saw a huge exodus of people of Chinese origin in the 1960s and the 1970s.  The story of the 

Chinese diaspora into India is unique and fascinating. What is most visible today about the Chinese-

Indians who left India is how they still enjoy and have a deep affiliation to the lives they had in India. 

All of which makes the whole Deoli incarceration that much more tragic, and heightens the urgency 

of telling the story. 

 ABOUT THE AUTHORS 

JOY MA 

Joy Ma lives in the San Francisco Bay Area with her husband and two sons, her mom and Willie, the 

family's Shetland Sheepdog. She was born in Deoli Camp where more than 3,000 people of Chinese 

origin were interned in Rajasthan. She attended school in Calcutta, Naini Tal, and Delhi University. 

She moved to the States for postgraduate studies in New York City. When her husband got a job in 

California they moved and have lived there since the early 1990s.  Joy can read and write Hindi, 

understands Cantonese, Mandarin and Hakka, and can understand every other word in Nepali and 

Bengali. She writes about what happens at the confluence of cultures in our lives.  Joy grew up with 
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stories about her family who migrated from southern China to work in India, and gets how people 

can mix several languages in a single sentence. Her favorite foods are Chinese, Indian and Californian 

fusion 

DILIP D’SOUZA 

Dilip D’Souza was trained in electronics engineering (BITS Pilani) and computer science (Brown 

University). After several years in software, he tried writing and quickly realized that was his passion. 

He has written for several publications in India (Mint, Hindustan Times, Caravan) and abroad 

(Newsweek, Daily Beast, NYT) and has published seven books. He has won several awards for his 

writing, including the Statesman Rural Writing prize, the Outlook/Picador Nonfiction prize and the 

Newsweek/Daily Beast South Asia Commentary award. He lives in Bombay with his wife, son and 

daughter. Cat Aziz rules. 
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BEING GANDHI: 
My Year Long Attempt to Follow the Mahatma's Moral Principles in These Immoral Times 

 
by Perry Garfinkel. 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS  

At a time when many feel that society as a whole has lost its moral compass.  People increasingly 

seem to be searching for role models to inspire them and give them hope for the future.  At the 

same time there seems to be a widespread desire for a return to the values of simplicity and 

integrity.  The question more and more people seem to be asking is: 

  

Is it possible to live a moral life in these immoral times? 

Perry Garfinkel, author of the bestselling BUDDHA OR BUST and a regular New York 

Times contributor, believes that it is, and that we can look to the example of Mahatma Gandhi's life 

to give us hope and direction. He believes that today more than ever, Gandhi's guiding principles are 

relevant for today's fractured world, allowing us all to in effect "be the change" - a phrase Barack 

Obama adopted almost as a mantra, but which Gandhi said first.  

  

Is it possible to truly change and invoke the rigorous self-discipline required to alter one's behaviour, 

and perhaps more profoundly, one's pattern of thought? Over the course of the next year Garfinkel 



62 
 

intends to conduct a personal "experiment with the truth" by following literally six of  Gandhi's main 

principles:  truth, non-violence, simplicity, faith, vegetarianism and celibacy.   

  

To help him, he will draw on the body of writing Gandhi left behind: "a virtual how-to instructional 

on living a virtuous life, one man's guide to moral integrity followed by many people around the 

world - but not enough."  In BEING GANDHI Garfinkel intends to document his attempt to literally 

live as Gandhi did.  As part of the process he will examine his own beliefs and intentions and work on 

cleaning up his own habits, both in practice and in thought, in the hope of becoming a better version 

of himself.  He hopes that his highly personal account of this journey will inspire others to look 

deeper within themselves.  

  

For example, take 'Truth,' put simply it means telling the truth, but more deeply to Gandhi, it meant 

learning from your mistakes and conducting experiments on yourself to deal with your own 

truths.  Garfinkel will try to look for the truth in his own thoughts, words and actions.  Although not 

the originator of the idea of 'Non-violence,' Gandhi was the first to apply it in the political field on a 

large scale.  Garfinkel will look at how he and all of us act out psychological violence - in passive 

aggressive behaviour, road rage and in many other ways that sabotage our best 

interests.  'Simplicity'meant to Gandhi giving up unnecessary spending, an ideal that we can see 

mirrored today in the Voluntary Simplicity Movement - Garfinkel will closely monitor his own 

spending and budget aggressively in an attempt to achieve Gandhi's goal of 'reducing himself to 

zero'.  Garfinkel will carry out the same rigorous personal self-examination with each of Gandhi's six 

main principles, in a bid to see what he can learn about himself. 

  

During this potentially life-changing year, Garfinkel will set out on a global journey to meet and 

interview people Gandhi inspired and assess the success of the Gandhian Movement, especially in 

the places that changed him.  From Porbandar, where he was born in 1869, and where his 

philosophy took root, he will travel to Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, where Gandhi was thrown off 

a train, motivating him to enact his first protests and giving rise to the the birth of his philosophy of 

non-violent resistance; and finally to London, where Gandhi became intensely involved with the 

London Vegetarian Society.  His 'experiment' will culminate with him walking Gandhi's famous 240 

mile Salt March, (or Dandi March as it is sometimes known), which was intended to give momentum 

to the push for Indian independence.  Here Garfinkel will examine both the historical and 

metaphorical meaning of the march.  
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Whilst there have been innumerable books about Gandhi, BEING GANDHI will stand out for its 

unique and accessible approach.  Never before has there been a book that has attempted to follow 

Gandhi's code of ethics and morals in the modern world and synthesize his lessons for a general 

readership.  Garfinkel's style of experiential, immersion journalism will be an entertaining, 

compelling and enlightening narrative in the vein of AJ Jacobs' bestselling THE YEAR OF LIVING 

BIBLICALLY and Bruce Feiler's WALKING THE BIBLE.  

  

At a time when books relating to the simplicity movement are increasingly striking a chord with 

readers everywhere, from Marie Kondo's THE LIFE CHANGING MAGIC OF TIDYING UP, to the recent 

worldwide auctions of THE ART OF SIMPLE LIVING by Shunmyo Masuno, we believe BEING 

GANDHI will have a likewise appeal.  

  

Blurbs: 

"If Perry Garfinkel is going to try to 'be' Gandhi, you can bet it will be insightful, soul-searching and a 

great and entertaining read.  If it's anything like 'Buddha or Bust,' I can't wait to read the finished 

manuscript." - Daniel Goleman, Ph.D., author of the international bestselling 'Emotional Intelligency.' 

  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

 

Perry is the author of the bestselling BUDDHA OR BUST: In Search of Truth, Meaning, Happiness 

and the Man Who Found Them All(Crown/Harmony, 2006).  He has been a regular contributor to 

the New York Times since 1986.  He has written for numerous publications including National 

Geographic, Wall Street Journal Asia, Time Magazine Asia and the Huffington Post. 
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SINKING 

by Krupa Ge 

 

Indian Subcontinent rights sold. All other rights available 

SYNOPSIS 

Narrative non-fiction on the floods that ravaged Chennai city in December 2015. With interviews of 

victims and rescuers 

In December 2015, as flood waters, slush and the remains of mankind’s greed swallowed whole, 

stretches of housing colonies, slums, two and three bedroom apartments, independent villas, and cars 

bought on EMIs, Chennai city’s middle class, that prided itself on stability and the comfort of familiarity 

was suddenly thrown out of gear. Confronting its worst nightmare, in the face of complete 

mismanagement from those in power, without any warning, the city lost lives, homes and livelihoods. 

Chennai was forced to confront its own apathy towards the marginalised who have repeatedly lost 

lives, livelihoods and homes in the past due to floods. This time though it was different. Like death 

itself that creeps up on the unsuspecting while they sleep, waters from the city’s many lakes, canals 

and rivers, that man had usurped and eaten into with tar roads and concrete jungles, retraced their 

old routes, and ate anything that came their way in the dead of the night. These waters did not care 

for whatever lay in their path – slums with palm frond roofs, homes made of asbestos, Madras Terrace 

houses or swanky 3BHKs on OMR, ECR and GST Roads. 

My parents were sleeping in their ground floor apartment, in pitch dark, because of a power cut, when 

water rushed into their two-bedroom, 600 sq. ft. apartment from the roads, the bathroom’s drains 

and the kitchen’s sink. In two seconds, they stood in knee-deep water. With them, their neighbours 

ran upstairs and spent the next couple of days cut off from everyone else, drinking rain water, waiting 
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for someone to reach out to them. They had no warning ahead of this man-made disaster just like 

thousands of others in the city, when 33,000 cusecs of water gushed through the Adyar River. 

In this book, I would like to capture the events that unfolded that night, with interviews of victims 

cutting across social barriers and how their lives were thrown out of gear.   

I would like to use RTI in particular to bring out information on the exact instructions and details that 

led to the release of the water, and the efforts taken by the authorities to tell people that water was 

being released. Could this disaster have been averted had word reached people? I would like to 

interview relatives of those who lost their lives – someone I know had a friend’s death caught on 

camera and go viral. An elderly couple that did not have a terrace in their home, died trapped inside 

it without any help, as their neighbours heard their screams helplessly. A young boy who was helping 

people get out of their homes, died in the middle of the rescue operation. A group of narikuravas, 

already facing severe social isolation, were left without any aid, until a volunteer group reached them 

with the help of a local constable, who knew the community’s leader. 

I would like to also speak to activists on the ground and on social media who helped the city spring 

back to its feet. Particularly, the creators of the hashtag #ChennaiRains.  Private relief camps with 

food, medicine and rescue operations were carried out at whopping numbers – several hundred I 

think. I would like to interview the rescuers and the rescued to understand how the city came together 

and what we can learn from this. I would also like to dedicate a chapter of this book to Chennai’s 

inerasably large caste and religious lines disappearing under the water and the many heart-warming 

tales that came of it – like the Hindu couple that named their son after their Muslim rescuer, like the 

Islamic gentlemen who cooked inside the Triplicane temple, like the hundreds who found shelter in 

mosques and Churches and the many Jain temples that served over 10,000 people every single day 

with the help of volunteers – these sound like exaggerated clichés now. But they all did happen. What 

happened after this? Did the city go back to being what it was? Or did anything change? Have we 

learned anything at all from this flood? Or have we gone back to our old ways? I would like to 

investigate all of these aspects. 

What I would like to produce is a comprehensive account of what went wrong on December 5 and 

what the water did to this city that goes parched every year in the month of May.  
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Krupa Ge is a writer, editor and columnist from Madras. Her reportage and cultural writings have 

appeared in publications such as The Hindu, The New Indian Express, Ladies Finger, Firstpost, etc, over 

the last ten years.  Her short fiction has appeared in Voices from the Attic, Papercuts, Scroll, Sahitya 

Akademi’s Indian Literature, Muse India, Blink Ink, among other Indian and international publications. 

Her column on women in cinema, titled Ms. Representation, appears in The New Indian Express, every 

Wednesday. 

She was awarded a Jayanti Residency for the year 2017 and was in the longlist of The 2017 DNA Out 

of Print Short Fiction competition. She was awarded the Toto-Sangam Residency Fellowship 2016 and 

shortlisted for a Toto Prize in Creative Writing, the same year. She is the Founding Editor of The Madras 

Mag. 

In 2015, she attended the 12-week creative writing course at Anita’s Attic, under the mentor-ship of 

author Anita Nair. 
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 The Future-Ready Organization  
How Dynamic Capability Management is Reshaping the Modern Workplace  

by Gyan Nagpal 

 

World English language rights sold to HarperCollins, India, foreign language rights available 
 

SYNOPSIS 

In a rapidly evolving business landscape, 'The Future-Ready Organization'  provides a 
ground-breaking new approach to managing talent and showcases companies that are using 
this approach successfully.  Based on Gyan Nagpal's  first hand research of over one 
hundred international organizations, including Industry disruptors such as Udacity, Netflix, 
Uber, Slack, Spotify and Airbnb.  
 
This book will be a keenly anticipated follow up to Gyan's first book 'Talent Economics' 
(Kogan Page, 2013) which sold more than 12,000 copies worldwide. 
You can read more about his work at www.TalentEconomics.com and www.PLGAonline.com   
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VULTURES 

By Jamie Rhodes 

 

All rights available 

SYNOPSIS 

In the face of an uncertain future for humanity and the natural world Jamie Rhodes is undertaking a 

detailed study of vultures across the world.  In particular, he will study the interface of the 

relationship between humans and vultures.  His research will focus on the cultural context and 

significance of these enigmatic birds in different communities worldwide and throughout history.  

He hopes that this will form a microscope to examine the fracture between our species and the 

natural world more broadly. Intriguingly, he will be embarking on this mammoth quest as he himself 

becomes a parent for the first time – “bringing new life into this world our species is killing.” 

Throughout this research and the writing of this book Jamie will be informed by experts from:  the 

RSPB, BirdLife International, Bombay Natural History Society and other ethno-ornithology groups 

from Asia, Africa, South America, Central America and North America.  He will work with historians, 

archaeologists, anthropologists, and use his experience of working with primary source archives at 

some of the largest libraries in the world. 

Jamie will meticulously document and describe every step of his unique and emotional journey,  

every poisoned carcass, every majestic wing beat, every Victorian hunting diary, mediaeval bestiary 

and Neolithic cave painting.  He hopes that by shedding light on the mysterious world of the vulture 

he will be able to go some way towards trying to solve the catastrophic problem of the disconnect 

https://www.goodreads.com/photo/author/3472288.Jamie_Rhodes
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between the human species and the rest of the natural world.  Trying to use his skills as a writer and 

an archive researcher, combined with the power and mystery of the vulture, to nudge our species 

towards a more harmonious existence with nature. 

WHY THE BOOK 

Addressing the relationship between the human species and the natural world has never been so 

pressing.  It is vital that there is a collective re-orientation of attitudes concerning nature and our 

place as but one part of a very complex network of systems on this earth. 

Nowhere is this more exemplified than in our relationship with vultures.  Human-vulture interactions 

can be used to paint a picture of human attitudes towards the natural world more generally, and the 

current situation for vultures is extreme. 

Vulture populations worldwide are in rapid decline.  Many species are now critically endangered as a 

direct result of human actions.  They are often seen in a negative light, associated with death and 

bad omens and suffer poisoning, and persecution as a result.  They are often disregarded, as many 

plants and animals are, in the human quest for greater profit and growth.  One example of this on 

the Indian sub-continent is the use of diclofenac painkiller in cattle which is leading to a catastrophic 

decline in vulture numbers. 

Tens of millions of vultures used to be present across the Indian sub-continent.  As a by-product of 

the large numbers of livestock which were reared across South Asia there was an abundance of 

animal carcasses which became the principal food source for the resident species.  Vultures were so 

abundant that the Parsi religion in India and Buddhist communities on the Tibetan plateau utilized 

these birds for sky burials in order to cleanly and efficiently dispose of human bodies. 

However, a survey in 2007 indicated that the numbers of oriental white-backed vultures had 

declined by a staggering 99.9% over the preceding 15 years.  Long-billed and slender-billed vultures 

had decreased by 97% over the same period.  Surveys across Nepal and Pakistan indicate that 

vultures have declined at similar rates across the whole of south Asia, and within Pakistan both 

resident species are on the edge of extinction. 

For several years researchers battled to understand what might be the cause of these deaths.  The 

breakthrough came when it was recognized that the class of painkiller known as non-steroidal anti-

inflammatory drugs had been linked to kidney failures and cases of visceral gout when some of these 

drugs were given to birds.  Extensive research established the same correlation between gout and 

diclofenac in birds from India and Nepal. It was determined that diclofenac was responsible for the 

vulture population crash. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Jamie Rhodes is a London-based writer working in screen, prose and comics.  He studied Philosophy 

at Manchester School of Art, where he focused in Heideggarian Studies and Phenomenoloy. He 

trained as a script reader and co-founded the filmmaking collective, Donkey Stone Films, writing 

short films under commission and teaching screenwriting in schools, community groups and 

homeless shelters. 

In 2011 he won funding to launch The Homeless Film Festival and registered this project as a charity.  

He was chair of the charity until 2013, stepping down to focus on his writing career, though he 

continues to work with marginalized people through St. Mungo’s Recovery College as a tutor in 

creative writing and screenwriting. 

Jamie has been supported by many funding organisations, his largest grant to date came from Arts 

Council England, to work with the British Library writing a collection of stories inspired by unusual 

documents in the library archives.  The collection Dead Men’s Teeth was launched at the British 

Library in 2014. 

His second successful Arts Council England application was for a graphic fiction collaboration with 

the National Trust entitled A Castle in England.  He is Scotney Castle’s first Writer-in-Residence, 

writing a graphic novel inspired by the castle’s archive collection which was published by Nobrow 

Press in February 2017. 

Folkloric themes recur throughout Jamie’s work and in his research he has taken the role of Assistant 

Editor of Northern Earth Magazine with a view to becoming Editor-in-Chief in 2017.  Northern Earth 

is the world’s longest running Folklore & ‘Earth Mysteries’ magazine. 

As a full member of the writers’ trade union, Writers’ Guild of Great Britain, Jamie is now Chair of 

the London region of the union, organizing and speaking at writing events throughout the capital. 

 

Experts who will collaborate with Jamie on his research: 

Chris Bowden 

Chris works for the RSPB in Bangaluru and Programme Manager for SAVE (Saving Asia’s Vultures 

from Extinction) campaign on the ground.  He is my link between experts in the UK and those in 
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India and can facilitate introductions with the necessary parties along the route as I research and 

write the book. 

John Fanshawe 

John is the arts, science and conservation adviser for the Cambridge Conservation Initiative, which 

includes the RSPB and BirdLife (and thus SAVE), and also leads on cultural values of birds for BirdLife.  

He is also a founder member of New Networks for Nature, a broad alliance of creators (including 

poets, authors, scientists, film makers, visual artists, environmentalists, musicians and composers) 

whose work draws strongly on the natural environment. 

Vibhu Prakash 

Vibhu runs the breeding centre and huge aviaries in Pinjore.  He is one of the leading experts in 

vulture conservation in India and works for the BNHS (Bombay Natural History Society). 

Nikita Prakash 

Nikita also works at the breeding centre and aviaries in Pinjore.  She focuses on incubation there and 

can give me access to understanding relationships between parent and offspring of different vulture 

species. 

Margaret Makepeace 

Margaret is the British Library Curator of the India Archive Records.  She originally facilitated my 

access to the background research into the story on this subject, which grew from a post on the 

British Library Untold Lives blog about towers of silence.  Margaret is my link to the British Library 

archives for research into the historical aspect of my research into vultures in India. 
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‘7’ 

SEVEN SAINTS OF GROWTH MARKETING 

By David Tang 

All rights available 

 

SYNOPSIS 

‘7’ brings together seven of the most influential thinkers and books in marketing, all in one handy, 

breezy read. It features some of the most provocative and ‘serious’ authors of recent times, such as 

Nobel Prize Economics winner Daniel Kahneman (‘Thinking, Fast and Slow’), behavioural 

psychologist Robert Heath (‘Seducing the Subconscious’), marketing science expert Byron Sharp 

(‘How Brands Grow’) and advertising planner Les Binet (‘The Long and Short of It’), who are 

reshaping the way we think about advertising and marketing. Except this is not a ‘heavy’ book - it is 

written and designed for today’s bite-sized Instagram world, so it is breezy, easy and entertaining.  

 In any one year, there are many ‘must read’ books we should read but we never quite did. This is 

true across many sectors and industries – especially marketing, business, economics, pop 

psychology, the social sciences etc. Designed for a bite-sized Instagram world, especially with young 

executives and students in mind, it is filled with colourful illustrations by design artist Shiwei, and 

comes with witty, pithy, even silly commentaries. There is a lot which visuals and design can add to 

copy, which we always knew in advertising – and Daniel Kahneman has now confirmed. I hope ‘7’ 

will be a first in a series spanning categories, industries and genres. 

 The idea behind the book 

 I was inspired a year ago by reading my teenage daughter’s Manga Bible, a five-

volume manga series based on the Bible. Now, in all my years I’d never managed to read the Bible 

from cover to cover, covering 66 books. Certainly not the book of Leviticus. But I did finish all five 

volumes of the Manga Bible in one weekend – I couldn’t get enough of it. My daughter knew better, 

she had seen and read them all. She is from the bite-sized, visual-and-witty Instagram generation 
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that most books today can’t quite appeal to. Why should the serious books be so ‘serious’? I decided 

to write one for all the young execs, and old fogeys, in my industry of advertising.  

 Intended readership 

 This book takes the guise of an easy read for all the young executives in the marketing and 

advertising industry – especially planners, creatives, account executives, brand managers, marketing 

and communications students coming out of our universities. They know they should read Daniel 

Kahneman’s ‘Thinking, Fast and Slow’ and many more – but they never will. But of course, it is also 

made for all the seasoned and grown-up professionals, who always wanted to read the ‘must read’ 

books of recent times but never quite did. It’s a lot more enjoyable and smarter than the highly-

successful ‘For Dummies’ series. 

 ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

 David Tang is chief planner and CEO of the advertising agency DDB in Asia. He has worked on some 

of the biggest brands over 20 years in advertising and won more marketing effectiveness awards in 

the history of the Effie Awards in Singapore than any other. He was given the Lifetime Achievement 

Award by the Institute of Advertising of Singapore (IAS) at age 38. When you win a lifetime award at 

that age, everything else seems to be downhill after that. Maybe that’s why he has taken to writing 

books – and designing them, with his agency art directors – for fun.  
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ALL AROUND THE WORLD AND BACK 

By Rosie Ayliffe 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

On 23rd August 2016 British backpacker Mia Ayliffe-Chung was brutally murdered at the Home Hill 

Hostel in Townsville Australia.  Tom Jackson, a fellow British backpacker who tried to defend her was 

also murdered.  At the time Mia was carrying out her 88 days of regional agricultural work – a 

requirement of the Australian government in order to obtain a second year visa to stay in the country.  

Their killer was another backpacker, Smail Ayad, who has since been diagnosed with schizophrenia – 

it was his first psychotic episode. The murder initially hit the headlines because Ayad is reported to 

have shouted Alahu Akbar as he killed Mia. 

During the aftermath of this traumatic event, Mia’s mother Rosie became acutely aware of the issues 

surround the 88 day visa requirement – the many problems and glaring shortfalls of the system.  

Shocked and disturbed by what she was uncovering and what she was hearing from many other 

backpackers who contacted her to share their stories, she found herself propelled into the centre of 

a campaign to bring about legislative change. 

Over the first chaotic and grief stricken days following Mia’s death, as Rosie travelled out to Australia 

to bring home her daughter’s body, she wrote a series of blogs sharing her emotions, and it was from 

these that the idea for this book grew. 

Mia was Rosie’s only child and she brought her up as a single parent.  Her death was traumatic and 

life changing.  In her memoir Rosie describes movingly how she has found the strength to come to 



76 
 

come to terms with her loss, drawing on inspiration from her daughter’s short life.  She also explains 

how she has become the driving force behind an international campaign to press for change to the 88 

days system – without which Australian agriculture would not be able to function properly, with 

backpackers providing almost a third of the seasonal labour force.  As a consequence, three Australian 

States have now introduced Labour Hire Licensing laws, and the incumbent Australian government is 

considering a raft of proposals concerning the 88 days, recommended by the Parliamentary Inquiry 

into Modern Slavery. 

Ultimately this is a story of a mother’s loss and her fight to protect others suffering a similar tragedy. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Rosie Ayliffe is the mother of Mia Ayliffe-Chung, who was murdered at Home Hill Hostel in 

Townsville, Australia in 2016 by Smail Ayad.   She is a former teacher, travel writer and journalist. 

When Rosie travelled to Australia to retrieve Mia’s body, she started to hear stories about the 

conditions backpackers were enduring as they undertook the 88 days of regional work required by 

the Australia Government as part of the process of obtaining a second year visa for Working Holiday 

Visa holders.  

Rosie subsequently gave up her work as a teacher, and through her previous experience as a travel 

writer and journalist has been able to wage an international campaign to pressurise for change in this 

field. As a consequence, three Australian States have now introduced Labour Hire Licensing laws, and 

the incumbent Australian government is considering a raft of proposals concerning the 88 days, 

recommended by the Parliamentary Inquiry into Modern Slavery 
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LOVE AND MALARIA 

By Laura Darby  

 

All rights available 

SYNOPSIS 

After working in Africa for years, Laura thought she’d experienced the heights of adventure, from 

braving Kenyan roads jostling around in the back of pickup trucks, collecting crocodile blood in 

Uganda, to being evacuated from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRCongo) into Rwanda.  Had 

she only known what to expect when heading deep in the jungle of rural DRCongo, she might not 

have brought Adam, who had never stepped foot in Africa before.  It took them six days, 12 hours a 

day by motorbike, weaving through the jungle, to reach Aketi — a small town with no running water, 

internet, electricity, or law.  

 

And the journey there was just the beginning of their adventures. 

 

Tasked with caring for five chimpanzees who waited for the opening of a sanctuary that would never 

be completed, Laura and Adam were stranded at the edge of the world and battled corrupt officials, 

malaria, cultural difficulty, malaria, toilet spiders, and so much more malaria.  Laura faced these 

unknown hardships, struggling to also bear the weight of responsibility in caring not only for five 

orphaned baby chimpanzees, left to fend for themselves after the murder of their groups as a part of 

the bushmeat trade, as well as the welfare of her malaria-prone partner. 

 

There is no gauntlet quite like a Congolese adventure and the travails of Aketi brought to light a 

whole new set of life lessons.  What recourse does one have when the most basic things that one 

expects are absent?  When the people you would normally trust to help you save chimpanzees are 

the very people who are fighting you to destroy them?  Laura had to learn quickly how far she was 

willing to go to save chimpanzees when the life of the man she loved was on the line. 

Laura and Adam’s love story has been chronicled in the New York Times and on the Today Show; this 

book shows where it all began. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Laura Darby is a primatologist, techie, fervent conservationist, enthusiastic nerd and nerd 

enthusiast.  

She lives near Washington, DC with her husband and adorable twin boys and writes for 

environmental journals and blogs. 

 

Blurb from Dr. Jane Goodall 

Laura Darby’s compelling memoir of her adventures in the Congo reminds me a little bit of when I 

first arrived at Gombe National Park in 1960  - in what is now Tanzania. Gombe was wild and 

unknown then, and Laura’s book brings back memories of some of my own wonderful early days in 

the field. Laura’s story is fascinating. Coming to terms with life - and love - in an isolated forest was a 

real challenge. Some ten years ago Laura worked for the Jane Goodall Institute – since then she has 

accomplished so much and I am so proud of her. 
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THE DIAMONDS WITHIN 

by 

Liza Pavlakos 

 

World rights available 

SYNOPSIS 

On the surface Liza Pavlakos seemed to have it all – a supportive husband, five wonderful children, a 

successful business and a home by the sea.  But deep inside all she felt was a dark pit of despair.  

What Liza hid from the outside world was a series of soul-destroying events that had robbed her of 

her childhood and cast a shadow over her adult life. 

Growing up in Malaysia the daughter of a famous pastry chef mother and a successful radiologist 

father, Liza should have had an idyllic childhood.  But instead, she grew up in an unhappy household 

with two parents constantly at war with each other.  Often left to her own devices as her parents 

worked away from home, Liza suffered abuse as a young child from her uncle.  Yet when she 

summoned up the courage to tell her parents about the abuse it was ‘swept under the carpet’ and 

kept hidden to avoid shame. 

When the family moved to Australia things seemed to improve.  But as a shy, dark-skinned Muslim 

girl she felt different and often found herself the butt of racist comments.  Despite her loneliness 

things did start to improve, her parents were getting on better and Liza began to feel happy again 

and started to enjoy a more carefree outdoor life. 
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However, this temporary respite came to a crashing end when her father’s mistress turned up on 

their doorstep with their small child.  Liza’s mother immediately left the family home taking Liza and 

her siblings back to Malaysia.  It was here while her mother was so distracted, that fourteen year-old 

Liza was sexually assaulted by another close family member.  When Liza eventually summoned up 

the courage to tell her family about the assault her parents accused her of lying and of being disloyal 

to her family.  This was to lead to her first suicide attempt. 

Deeply troubled, Liza started to skip school and was caught stealing from fellow classmates.   

Another failed suicide attempt followed.  Feeling misunderstood and unloved Liza ran away from 

home, and into the arms of an abusive boyfriend. From this point her life descended into a cycle of 

domestic violence.  Liza lost all her self-esteem and confidence and it was at this lowest point, that 

she was the victim of a violent assault and abduction at the hands of a stranger.  Feeling let down by 

her own family and by the legal system, 23-year-old Liza felt she had nowhere to go but back to her 

abusive boyfriend with whom she now had a son. 

As a release during this turbulent time, Liza incredibly found the strength to set up and organize the 

Miss India International Pageant in a bid to empower other oppressed women.  In its first year this 

event attracted an audience of 4,000 and generated around $100,000 in ticket sales.  The event 

went on to run successfully for five years. But it was during this time, that Liza turned to drugs as a 

way to escape the abuse she was suffering at home.   These were dark times and despite her 

business successes Liza found it impossible to escape both her abusive boyfriend and the pull of the 

drugs. 

Liza eventually turned to God and started to read the Quran again.  Her life began to change when 

she met Nick, a Greek Orthodox tailor who seemed to understand her better than she did herself.  At 

last Liza felt she had a chance of real happiness.  Liza and Nick were married and Liza gave birth to 

Alexxi, but still dark shadowy hands seemed to reach out from within to drag her back down into the 

mine. 

In order to finally escape this darkness inside herself Liza knew that she had to face up to her past 

and deal with it.  She found the strength to go to Police and file charges against her abusive 

boyfriend.  He was eventually prosecuted and left Australia.  

Whilst never completely free of the darkness inside, Liza now feels in control of it and how it affects 

her life.  This has led to her wanting to share her own experiences and success with others to help 
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them too to overcome the difficulties in their lives.  Acceptance of what has happened in her life has 

been a huge part of the healing process. 

Liza Pavlakos is one of Australia's most inspirational female entrepreneurs and a powerful speaker 

on innovation and the entrepreneurial mindset.  In her talks on awakening the entrepreneur within, 

Liza shares stories from her own life and explains how they too can awaken their 'inner 

entrepreneur' by discovering the courage, power and determination within themselves.  

Liza speaks from personal experience.  She has herself faced and overcome much adversity in her 

own life.  As a child she suffered sexual abuse, she has been homeless and suffered domestic 

violence.  However, Liza was determined that her life would not be defined by these events.  

Instead, she dug deep within herself and found the strength to turn her life around and become a 

successful businesswoman.   

 

“I can’t change the things that have happened to me, but I can take control of the rudder and steer 

my life in the direction that I want it to go in.  I’ve gathered the diamonds within and used them to 

better my life.  Now I am embarking on a journey of doing the same for others.” 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Liza Pavlakos is an International Keynote Speaker and successful entrepreneur – running Finest 

Alterations a flourishing tailoring franchise brand with many A List celebrities as clients. 

.She is a dynamic motivational speaker at numerous international events, energizing audiences as 

large as 10,000 with her straight-from-the heart way of engaging and communicating with people. 

She has addressed audiences across the world, ranging from entrepreneurs to corporate executives 

and business leaders.  

As a speaker and mentor, her mission is to drive entrepreneurs and corporate teams to overcome 

adversities with steadfast determination and to show them that if they have the courage and 

burning desire to succeed, nothing can stop them from reaching their goals. 

Her popular keynote topics include: 

 How to Make Success Your Burning Desire 

 Shifting the Sales Mindset 

 Self-Leadership Within an Organisation 
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“Overcoming homelessness, abduction, and abuse to achieving extraordinary success. 

While other speakers may deliver motivating messages, Liza is the message. She has walked the talk. 

Having experienced enough trauma to last a lifetime, she draws from her own inspiring story of grit 

and resilience to influence thousands, to convince them that the obstacles they face are not 

insurmountable. She herself was once a victim. Today she is a victorious achiever.  

At the age of just 23, Liza set up and organized the Miss India International Pageant - this 

prestigious event ran successfully for five years. In its very first year, the event attracted a 4,000-

strong audience and generated around $100,000 in ticket sales. 

Despite having no formal training or experience in the hospitality industry, Liza took on the ailing 

Minibar Piccollo, restaurant and bar in Melbourne's CBD which was on the brink of being closed 

down. With her never-say-die spirit and determination to pick up the fundamentals of running the 

business Liza transformed it into a flourishing café. 

 Finest Alterations: despite having no experience of the tailoring business Liza invested in and turned 

around this small, loss-making clothing alteration and tailoring enterprise into a thriving, five-outlet 

business with a collective turnover exceeding $1,000,000. Finest Alterations has serviced celebrity 

clients such as Michael Buble, Jay Z, and Beyonce and world-renowned events like the Australian 

Open and the Melbourne Grand Prix. 

“Entrepreneurs aren't just for start ups.  They are people like you and me, anyone with a 'no 

excuse' mindset."  Liza Pavlakos 

 

In 2016 Liza was featured on CNN Philippines where she talked about her role as a thought leader 

empowering women to overcome adversity and emerge as successful entrepreneurs. 

Miss Earth Coronation Night, Philippines speaker and judge: Liza was invited to judge this event, 

one of the top four beauty pageants in the world, and address the huge audience. 

Keynote speaker at the 10th Annual HR Congress in the Philippines in 2016. 

Liza is currently working on her second book - The Indefatigable Entrepreneur: A Passionate 

Approach to Life and Work as a follow up to her moving memoir - The Diamonds Within 

Follow the link below to see You Tube clip of Liza speaking in Philippines: 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmlFHqLl2w4&t=74s 

 

Liza speaking on ‘Setting Goals’: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8YuLUIhbo4&t=9s 

 

Liza’s Story: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAF4NHLYM9Q 

 

Facebook – 164,644 likes: 

https://www.facebook.com/LizaPavlakosOfficial/ 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 

JACARNDA LIT 

Helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarandalit.com 

www.jacarandalit.com 
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MORE BEAUTIFUL FOR HAVING BEEN BROKEN 

by Lisa Ray 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

This is the story of Lisa Ray. 

 Accidental actor. Poet. Writer. Activist. Seeker.  

The book is a first person account of a rich and varied life experience, honest and deeply moving. 

Funny and charming. And always real. In your face, gut- wrenchingly real. 

Lisa entered the Indian Entertainment Industry at 16, as one of India's first supermodels. A pioneer, 

if you will, of reverse immigration. Lisa gave it all up to be a student and live a student's life in 

Europe; London, Paris and Milan. All the while, continuing her work as a celebrity as an excuse to 

maintain a heartfelt connection with India. 

Lisa’s memoir takes you on a panoramic journey that captures the complexities, aches and triumphs 

of a multi-layered, multi-national, unpredictable and unexpected search for personal meaning. Lisa’s 

story takes us from movie sets and the Oscars as part of Deepa Mehta’s definitive film, Water, to a 

spiritual quest that took her all the way from Milan to the Himalayas. 
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Lisa writes about her diagnosis at 37 with Multiple Myeloma, an incurable blood cancer. And how 

she discovers untapped mental, spiritual and physical resilience. And then, in the midst of all this, 

Lisa finds love and stumbles into a new landscape of meaning. 

This is her story.  

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

A life-long covert writer, Lisa Ray has had a long and serendipitous career in the entertainment arts 

spanning multiple countries and film (Oscar nominated Water) television (Top Chef Canada) and 

modeling (video for Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan’s ‘Afreen Afreen’) Her entrepreneurial activities include 

starting her own yoga studio and a line of ethical perfume. When diagnosed with a rare blood cancer 

in 2009, she choose to publicly share her experiences in a blog called ‘The Yellow Diaries’ which led 

to her first book commissioned by Harper Collins, to be published in 2018. She has become a high 

profile advocate for Cancer awareness through public talks and writing. Her poetry explores themes 

derived from an identity-bending, nomadic experiences, the culmination of a life of no fixed address. 

Lisa’s upcoming acting releases include A.R. Rahman’s first production, ’99 Songs’ and an original 

Amazon series, ‘4 Shots More Please’. Lisa recently announced the birth of her twin daughters via 

surrogacy as a way to normalize fertility options and choices for others.  

 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 

JACARNDA LIT 

Helen@jacarandalit.com/jay@jacarandalit.com 

www.jacarandalit.com 
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